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Although Roundhay St. John's has never been officially assigned a parish, the term 'parish' has been 
used throughout this book to denote the area served by the church. 

 

It is a matter of some concern to the authors, that, owing to lack of space, the names of all the men 

and women who have contributed to the life of the church in the last 141 years could not be mentioned. 

Some were more prominent than others; all served their church devotedly and energetically; each in his 

particular capacity did his utmost. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD 

 I have been asked, as the present Vicar of St. John's Roundhay, to write a few words as a preface to 

this history. This I gladly do. 

For almost a century and a half, the Church of Roundhay St. John has stood in our midst as a 

constant reminder of the presence of God and all that we owe him. It has ministered to the needs of 

succeeding generations through Word and Sacrament in all conditions and circumstances. Its work 

continues, unabated, today. 

This book, so ably compiled by Mr. Jack Dickinson and Mr. Gilbert Webster, traces the development 

of the Church in Roundhay from its foundation in 1826 to the present day. It touches upon the district in 

early times and follows the growth of the Parish from a scattered collection of houses to the modern 

suburb of 1967, always with the church as the focal point. 

I heartily commend this book to all Roundhay people and especially to the congregation of St. John's, 

both past and present, as a record, of the inheritance which is theirs, and as a stimulus to continue the 

work of God in Roundhay with renewed vigour. 

 

 

St. John's Vicarage, GORDON C. WOOD 

Roundhay, 

Leeds. 

 

October 1967. 
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    INTRODUCTION 
 

The Church of Roundhay St. John is 141 years old. It was erected entirely through the 
munificence of the late Thomas Nicholson of Roundhay Park. Architecturally it belongs to the period 
of the Gothic Revival and was built at a time when the Church Commissioners, with government aid, 
had embarked upon a massive church building programme aimed at providing the increasing 
masses of ordinary people with opportunities to hear sound doctrine. Though not one of the 
"Commissioners' Churches" (i.e. it received no financial aid either from the government or the 
Church Building Society), St. John's is contemporary with Christ Church Meadow Lane, St. Mark's 
Woodhouse, St. Mary's Quarry Hill and a host of others in the industrial areas cf the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. Architects of the time were doubtless influenced by the need to build churches quickly 
and economically and the Gothic Style was adopted probably for these and reasons of conservatism 
and appropriateness. Thus of 214 churches built under the "Million" Act

1
 of 1818, 174 are classified 

Gothic. But passionate anti-Roman feeling in the early nineteenth century that no English Church 
should be suspected of the taint of Roman superstition is thought to have had a strong influence 
upon the style employed. Certainly churches became "very Protestant indeed."

2
 Windows were 

devoid of tracery; chancels became shallow recesses (as in Taylor's Churches)
3
 or disappeared 

altogether; interiors were destitute of decoration and symbolical sculpture; (to the good protestant of 
1830 the least suggestion of symbolism—a cross on a gable or on a prayer book, was rank popery); 
high box pews added to an almost puritanical severity; galleries were erected to accommodate the 
poor—the more comfortable pews being rented by the rich. As all forms of ritual were suspect, the 
choir, if one existed, was "hidden" in the gallery. Even the old Gothic churches did not escape the 
wave of Protestant fervour. "Superstitious" features such as piscina and sedilia were abolished and 
since altars were seldom used even as tables, the chancel was either abandoned or used as a 
vestry; whatever "popish" symbols existed were screened by massive "horse-box" pews; reading 
desk, prayer desk and pulpit were often combined in a "three-decker" arrangement, from which the 
communion service was read by the black-gowned clergyman; no one knelt during the longer 
prayers or stood when the choir entered.

4 

Nowadays it is hard to understand the passions aroused on matters of church ritual and doctrine 
in the early nineteenth century. But this was the background against which St. John's was built. Like 
many of its contemporaries, it is somewhat austere in appearance. More fortunate than they, its 
severity is softened and a quiet dignity and charm imparted by its elevated and still comparatively 
secluded situation on the verge of woodland, overlooking a landscape, which, even in the twentieth-
century, has a pastoral flavour. Within, the original plainness has been tempered by the laying of 
colourful mosaic flooring, the erection of ornate memorials, the extension of the chancel and other 
modifications detailed elsewhere, suggesting a reaction against the early austereness, and, 
perhaps, reflecting the 'restoration of romanticism' in English Churches of the second half of the 
nineteenth century. 

It is clear that an account of a church such as St. John's must be very different from that of an 
ancient church. St. John's is neither ancient nor modern, but rather one of a pattern, built out of need 
at a particular period in history. Worshippers have gathered here for almost a century and a half, 
though Christian worship in the area is much older. This small book is the story of the development 
of the church and the community which it serves. 

 

 

 

1. A Million Pounds of Government Aid. 

2. Beckwith "Thomas Taylor, Regency Architect, Leeds"—Thoresby Society Monograph. 

3. Thomas Taylor, Architect of St. John's Church. 

4. Much of this was drawn from Sir Kenneth Clark's "The Gothic Revival". 
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   Early Times 
 
"If, therefore, in Elmet, in the seventh century, men could point to ancient possessions of the 

church, we can realise how long and how firmly Christianity has been established in this region, how 
continuous has been its hold on the people . .." (Colman, "History of Barwick-in-Elmet.") 

 
   

      As part of the old Kingdom of Elmet and lying close to what is regarded as its capital, Barwick, 
Roundhay must have witnessed much of the life, the struggles and the chaos of Celtic, Roman and 
Saxon times. In the area of Elmet Hall and Roundhay Park, relics, both of Roman and Celtic origin 
have been found; three well-preserved bronze axe heads were unearthed when foundations off 
Street Lane were dug in 1901; a Roman altar was found on the site of the present Braim Wood 
School in 1880 and other indications of bygone occupation were reported by Bogg as "the vestiges 
of trenches and fortified sites which were found abutting on to Wetherby Road, near Elmet Lane" 
which led him to conclude that a small Roman outpost was located in the vicinity of Elmet Hall to 
overawe the Celts dwelling thereabouts in the heart of Elmet. 

     When the Romans left Britain in the year 410, Elmet, a stretch of wild, hilly country, covering 
approximately the present West Riding of Yorkshire, emerged into the light of history as a small 
British kingdom. If, as is believed, Barwick was the capital or chief stronghold, it was also the seat of 
government of the last of the British kings. For fully a hundred years Elmet barred the progress of 
the invading Engle but about the year 625 Edwin invaded and conquered Elmet—the attack was 
almost certainly delivered at Barwick. Thus the independence of British Elmet was lost and it 
became part of the greater English Northumbria. 

      Elmet was a Christian country at the time of its conquest. The faith had probably been brought to 
Britain from Gaul in the second century, if not earlier, but its history during the Roman occupation is 
very dimly known. Edwin was converted and baptised in 627—the two years since the conquest 
were probably not long enough for Elmet to have fallen into paganism. Thus it seems we have good 
reason for believing that from the days of its first conversion, the district never lost its faith. 

 
 

CHRISTIANITY VERSUS PAGANISM 

Nearly thirty years after Edwin's conquest, this district was the scene of the last great conflict 
between Christianity and paganism—a fitting reward, perhaps, for Elmet's constancy to Christianity. 
It was here that Oswy destroyed the army of Penda at what is known as Winwaedfield. This Penda, 
king of Mercia, had in 633 slain Edwin and for some years in the disorder which ensued, the work of 
higher civilisation had been pushed back. Osric the heathen reigned a year and was killed; Oswald 
(whose figure in mosaic can be seen in St. John's Church) restored Christianity only to be slain in his 
turn by Penda. Oswy a Christian, succeeded and ruled in the northern part of the kingdom. Step by 
step he won back the whole of his kingdom until he completely restored the old order. Then Penda 
moved against him. Oswy, after vainly attempting to restore peace by liberal offers, advanced with a 
chosen band of warriors to meet the pagan chief. Thoresby in his survey of the parish of Gipton, 
records that he found an ancient fortification which he supposed to have been the camp of Prince 
Odiwald of Deira, at first an ally of Penda, but who later changed sides. Others suggest it may have 
been Oswy's encampment. 

     The battle was fought on the 15th November 655 on the banks of the river "Vinwed" or 
"Winwaed" near to Leeds. The actual site has been considered uncertain but Bede says it was in the 
country of Loidis, and Winmoor preserves in its name the recollection of a great battle. (Anglo-saxon 
Winnan-to fight or struggle; mor-a moor). The power of paganism received its death-blow, when 
Penda, who, for fifty years had been the cause of so much misery and suffering, lay with thirty of his 
vassal chiefs and thousands of his army slain, their blood changing the waters of the little rivulet to 
crimson. Towards the upper reaches of the Cock Beck where it crosses the York Road, the stream is 
known as Grimes Dyke, and people are said to have associated the name Grimes with the 
discolouring of the water by the bodies of the slain. The name is preserved to-day with the opening 
of the new Grimes Dyke Primary School on the Whinmoor housing estate. Soon afterthe victory, 
Oswy sent his daughter Ethelfleda to the monastery of St. Hild at Whitby, and endowed seven 
monasteries in his realm. 
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   The Church in Roundhay 
Originally the district of Roundhay formed the westernmost portion of the Parish of Barwick, to 

which it was joined by a narrow neck like an animal's head to its body. It was, and still is, in the 
Diocese of Ripon, the Archdeaconry of Ripon and the Rural Deanery of Whitkirk. In 1923, the 
institution and induction of the Rev. T. Noel Pearson as Vicar of Roundhay St. John's instead of 
perpetual curate suggested that Roundhay had become a separate parish but, in fact, the church 
has never been assigned a district. 

     The Rector of Barwick drew tithe from Roundhay as from the rest of his parish until 1806 when 
the owners of Roundhay (Mr. Thomas Nicholson and Mr. Samuel Elam), being anxious to free their 
estate from tithe, bought certain lands in Barwick from Sir William Mordaunt Miller, and with the 
consent of the Archbishop of York and the Chancellor of the Duchy, exchanged them with the 
Rector for his Roundhay tithes. From 1852 to 1941 there was a rent charge on the income of the 
rectory for an annual payment of £100 to the incumbent of Roundhay. Then certain shares were 
handed over to the Church Commissioners, the interest on which still form part of the stipend of the 
incumbent of Roundhay. 

     Until 1808, Roundhay appears to have been almost terra incognita. The thick forest of "Gibton" 
was a natural barrier from Leeds on the south-west, and only by devious bridle and wretched cart 
tracks could the few tenant farmers who occupied the sparse holdings in the district get their 
produce to the Leeds Market. In 1808 an Act was obtained for making a road "from Sheepscar to 
Roundhay Bridge

1
". Later this joined the Leeds-Collingham Trust Road to Wetherby

2
. 

If the ways were long and weary from Roundhay to Leeds, they were worse to the mother 
Church at Barwick, where the infant had to be carried for the first office of the church, and the dead 
for the last. A late "oldest inhabitant" of Roundhay was said to relate the perils he once encountered 
in crossing the "ford" in a cart which carried his late master's body to Barwick. He was accompanied 
by his late master's daughter whom he consoled on the weary way, so beguiling her that she 
promised to become his wife long before they reached the church. 

In 1810, after the making of the road from Sheepscar to Roundhay, Mr. Elam's property was sold 
by auction at the "White Horse Tavern" The sale was speedily followed by the erection of some 
handsome houses on the different sites purchased—Oakwood Hall, Springwood (now Frazer 
House), The Grange, The Grove, Elm Close, Ladywell, North Hill (originally built by Stephen 
Nicholson and now demolished to make way for North Hill Close), and others. 

     But these houses were few in an area which extended to Shadwell in the north and embraced 
Low Gipton, Gledhow and parts of Seacroft. However, the population rose from 84 in 1801 to 186 in 
1822, when Roundhay "still retained an air of the seat of ancient nobility" and was "chiefly in the 
possession of families of opulence connected with the town of Leeds." With this growth the need for 
a church became apparent. As early as 1818 it was rumoured that a church at Roundhay was in 
contemplation but not until the scheme for government aid for church extension in Leeds had begun 
to take shape in 1823 was it clear again that Roundhay was to have that church. At that time it was 
probably too thinly populated to qualify for a grant and it was not found necessary even to apply to 
the Church Building Society for aid. Already in May 1821 it had been announced that the Rector of 
Barwick had promised to assign £200 per annum of his stipend as an endowment for a minister at 
Roundhay if a church were provided.

3
 In that year, Mr. Thomas Nicholson of Roundhay Park died, 

but he bequeathed property to meet the expense of erecting a church in Roundhay. 

 
 

 

1. Situated about the entrance to the present car park of the swimming pool. 

2. A map dated 1831 shows a continuous road from Leeds to Wetherby via Roundhay, with a toll house situated at the  

            foot of Elmet Lane,    marking the division of responsibility for the road between the Leeds-Roundhay Road Trust and  

            the Leeds-Collingham Trust. 

3. Beckwith 
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  The Foundation of the Church 

    Mr. Thomas Nicholson's wealth was acquired in the shipping industry, and, although a Quaker, it 
is understood that he cherished the idea of building and endowing a church on the borders of his park. 
However, due to his death, it was left to his successors to carry out his intentions. His widow—he died 
without issue—had possession of the estate until her death in 1833, and then it passed to his brother 
Stephen Nicholson, a banker, who founded the church in 1826. 

 

    A church, school, vicarage and almshouses
1
 were all comprised in the original Nicholson scheme, 

but many years elapsed before the scheme was completed. First of all, in respect of the church itself, 
much preliminary procedure was necessary. A petition to the Crown was submitted and this ran:— 

"It would be of great benefit and utility to the inhabitants of Roundhay and the said other inhabitants if 
a Church or Chapel-of-ease were erected within the said Township of Roundhay, therefore Stephen 
Nicholson, your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subject, doth most humbly beseech your majesty that 
he may build a Church or Chapel-of-ease, with a gallery, and make a piece of land into a cemetery or 
burial ground." (sic) 

 

The spiritual needs of Shadwell and Seacroft (not having churches of their own) had also to be 
considered, and with Roundhay, the combined number of inhabitants was some 1100. These facts 
were stressed in the Petition and were supported by the recommendations of the Parliamentary 
Commissioners as follows: 

 

"Roundhaye, alias Roundhay Park, which being distant from its parish church of Barwick 3 miles, 
we think fit to divide from it and Shadwell in the Parish of Thorner, distant from its Parish Church 2 
miles; and Brandon in the Parish of Harwood, and distant from its Parish Church 2 miles; and all three 
we think fit to be made one parish of themselves and for that end a Parish Church to be built at 
Roundhay at the discretion of the minister. And in regard he doth now freely offer to part with 
Roundhaye and profits thereof, towards the maintenance of a minister in the new Parish Church, we 
think it fit that he has the sole nomination of the first minister that shall be presented thereto." (sic) 

 

Thus it came about that sanction was granted for a Perpetual Cure and Benefice, the Church to be 
known as "Saint John's Forever" and that permission was given also to build a house for the 
residence of the Minister. 

 

An Act of Parliament (5 George IV cap.21) was passed in April 1824 and the building was started in 
September of the same year. 

 

THE ARCHITECT 

The architect of the Church was Thomas Taylor whose buildings were almost exclusively churches. It 
seems that he first established contact with the Nicholsons when he built the Union Bank, Commercial 
Street, the property of Thomas Nicholson, William Williams Brown, Timothy Rhodes & Co., and that 
later he was responsible for alterations or additions to the Mansion. St. John's Church was the last 
erection supervised personally by Taylor. 

The plan of the Church showed that it would be of the Gothic order, built in the form of a cross, with 
transept and a gallery at the west end where it was proposed to erect an organ. It was, in fact, a copy 
of Christ Church, Woodhouse, near Huddersfield. 

The first stone was laid on September 22nd 1824 and was an occasion of some ceremony and 
ostentation. The inscription on the plate which covered the deposit, read by the Rev. G. Walker and 
sealed by Taylor, read:— 

"The first stone of the church to be called St. John's Church at Roundhay, was laid on the 22nd day of 
September in the year of our Lord 1824 by the Rev. William Hiley Bathurst, M.A. Rector of Barwick in 

 

 

1. Local lore has it that Mr. Nicholson built the almshouses as an act of reparation after his gamekeeper, being mistaken  
    for an intruder at the Mansion late one night, was shot and killed. Such an incident did take place on the 19th May 1840  
    ("Annals of Yorkshire" Mayhall) when Charles George Thompson, gamekeeper to Mr. Stephen Nicholson was shot  
    and killed by Mr. W. N. Nicholson (nephew of Mr. Stephen) in circumstances described above. 
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Elmet and late student of Christ Church Oxford. This church was built and endowed by Stephen 
Nicholson Esquire of Roundhay, the patronage of which is vested in him and his heirs forever by Special 
Act of Parliament obtained in the fifth year of the reign of His majesty George the Fourth. Thomas Taylor 
Architect." 

The Rev. W. H. Bathurst delivered an address in which, speaking of the long need of such a church 
and the sad decay of piety where no such churches existed, he expressed his pleasure at seeing wealth, 
("which had been so rapidly accumulated in this favoured country") not all expended on luxury and pride. 

Ale, roast beef and plum pudding were lavishly handed out to children, wives and workmen, 
comprising some three or four hundred. 

Thomas Taylor died in March 1826 not yet fifty years of age. The "Leeds Intelligencer" of that year 
noted that though his active life in church building spanned only twelve years, in that brief period, he 
crowded into it more churches than any other architect of the time. St. Mary's Quarry Hill was also one of 
his buildings. 
 

THE CONSECRATION 

The "Leeds Intelligencer" of Thursday January 19th 1826 reported the consecration of the Church as 
follows:— 

      "Consecration of St. John's Church Roundhay." 
"On Monday the new church lately erected at Roundhay by Stephen Nicholson Esq., Patron, was con- 
secrated by the Diocesan of the province under the title of St. John .. ....      The Archbishop arrived at the 
Church a little before 12 o'clock. The service proceeded ..... to the end of the general thanksgiving 

where instead of the prayer there inserted, the Archbishop read the following:— 

'Blessed be Thy name, 0 Lord, that it hath pleased Thee to put it into the heart of Thy servant Stephen 
Nicholson to erect this house to Thy honour and worship. Bless O Lord him, his family and substance, 
accept the work of his hand; remembering him concerning this; wipe not out the kindness that he hath 
shewed for the house of his God and the Offices thereof; and grant that all who shall enjoy the benefit of 
this pious work may shew forth their thankfulness by making a right use of it, to the Glory of Thy Blessed 
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.' 

     "The service was continued to the end of the 100th Psalm, when the Rev. Hiley Bathurst, Rector of 
Barwick-in-Elmet, the parish in which St. John's of Roundhay is situated, preached from psalm cxxii, "I 
was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the House of the Lord." 

"The service having concluded, the Archbishop, his Chancellor, Chaplain and the Clergy walked up 
the centre of the Church and out of the south front door to consecrate the burial ground. Within a few 
yards of the south entrance, the Chancellor again read the Act of Consecration, as in the Church, which 
stated that the edifice contained upward of 300 sittings and gave licence to marry, baptise and bury. 

"The Church was crowded to excess. The congregation was composed of almost all the families of 
Roundhay; scarcely any, either rich or poor were absent and numbers of ladies and gentlemen from 
Leeds and the surrounding neighbourhood were present. When the service commenced, it was found 
necessary to close the doors, as it was quite impracticable to keep the centre aisle clear without such a 
measure; they were opened soon afterwards and the church was quite filled; notwithstanding which it is 
truly pleasing to remark that the congregation conducted themselves with the most profound reverence 
for the solemnity of the place. 

"The west gallery was almost filled with children who observed with the greatest order. 

"The workmen and children repaired after the ceremony to the schoolroom, near the premises of the 
hospitable patron of the church, where they were regaled with ample supplies of roast beef and ale and 
the children with a plum cake each. 

"The whole of the day passed off in a manner well calculated to impress on the minds of such as 
beheld the scene, the importance of the benefits to be conferred upon the neighbourhood by the erection 
of the structure." 
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 The Church 
                                                           1826 to 1839 

     The first regular church service was held on March 12th 1826. The incumbent was the REVEREND 
CHARLES MUSGRAVE, aged 34, Trinity College Cambridge, B.A. 1814, B.D. 1831, D.D. 1831, Fellow 
1816, ordained priest 1817. He was inducted Vicar of Whitkirk in 1821 and resided at Whitkirk Vicarage 
from 1823. In the Register of Marriages he signs as "perpetual curate" (of Roundhay) in the three 
marriages which took place between May 31st 1826 and 17th August 1826. The first marriage to be 
celebrated was between John Wright and Ann Arnott by licence on the 31st May 1826. In the Register of 
Burials Mr. Musgrave's name occurs only twice, at the first burial (of Ann Booker aged 15 months) on 
February 11th 1827 when he signs as "late Minister of this Church," and again on May 20th of that year. 
According to the "History of Whitkirk Church" Mr. Musgrave resigned from Roundhay on March 30th 1827 
on being instituted Vicar of Halifax. It appears that he was Vicar of both Whitkirk and Halifax at the same 
time, for he was absent from Whitkirk except for four months in the summer. 

In 1837 he resigned Whitkirk and became chaplain to his brother, then Bishop of Hereford. 

Archdeacon Musgrave died at Halifax Vicarage on April 17th 1875, aged 82. He was buried in the 
churchyard of Halifax Parish Church, in the south chancel aisle of which is a cenotaph with an effigy of 
the Archdeacon in robes. 

Mr. Musgrave was assisted at Roundhay by the Rev. John Worgan Dew, a Gloucestershire man born 
1797, educated at Trinity College Cambridge 1822, where he did not matriculate or graduate. He was 
ordained in 1824, priest 1825. He was appointed to the curacy of Roundhay under Mr. Musgrave in 1826 
and became chaplain to Viscount Strathallan in the same year. He moved from Roundhay to the curacy 
of Whitkirk in 1827 and remained there until appointed incumbent of the new St. James's Church at 
Halifax in 1832. He died in 1834 after a short illness. 

From August 1827 to October 1827 there appears to have been no regular minister, the Registers 
having been signed by Thomas Musgrave, Officiating Minister; JohnWorgan Dew, Sub-curate; and W. H. 
Bathurst, Rector of Barwick, respectively in the three marriages which took place during that period. The 
last of these, on the 2nd October 1827, was between William Nicholson Nicholson

1
 and Martha 

Rhodes— the same William Nicholson Nicholson who later inherited the Manor and Park of Roundhay. 

The next incumbent was the REVEREND JOHN DODSWORTH who is found signing as perpetual curate 
from 5th November 1827. As there was no vicarage at this time, it seems that he would either have had 
to ride over from Barwick or Whitkirk or, probably more likely, have been provided with accommodation at 
the Mansion or in the properties of the Nicholson's. It is said that the building, now a cafe opposite the 
Canal Gardens was used as a vicarage. 

What was St. John's like in those days? Externally it has not changed much, except for the mellowing 
of years; the grey sandstone of which the walls are composed was quarried at Shadwell. Internally it was 
very different from the church we know. An old Parish Magazine describes it as follows:— 

"The chancel was then only 15 feet long and there was but one vestry—the present choir vestry. The 
pews, according to the custom of those days, were high, each having its own door; there were two 
square pews in the angles of the two transepts. In the chancel were a few other seats used by the Squire 
(Mr. Nicholson) on one side and the Vicar's family on the other. The sittings in the nave were arranged 
then as they are now, but in the transepts some seats were placed under the windows, with a narrow 
passage between them and the rest of the pews. A 'three decker' stood on the north side of the chancel 
arch. The windows were of plain glass and the congregations were protected from the sun during the 
summer months, by crimson blinds." 

Heat was provided by stoves; and one parishioner of the time recalls the vivid impression made upon 
her mind by the red light from the stove as it gleamed down the chancel steps. There is no record of how 
the church was lit and one can only assume that it was by oil or candle. The hook which still remains in 
the centre of the ceiling may well have held a candelabrum or an elaborate oil lamp. 

 

 

 

 

1. Formerly Phillips. Assumed the name Nicholson by Royal Licence in 1827. Nephew of Mr. Stephen Nicholson. He inherited 
the Manor and Park of Roundhay in 1858 on the death of his uncle who died without issue. He became deputy-lieutenant of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire and a magistrate. When he died in 1868, the whole of the property was dispersed, the main portion 
(Mansion and Park) being sold to Leeds Corporation in 1872. 
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  Mr. Dodsworth last signed the Registers on 11th August 1839. During his 12 year ministry there were 
46 marriages, 83 burials and 104 baptisms. He died in 1839, a year before the expiration of his licence 
as perpetual curate of Roundhay 

1839 to 1887 

     During this period, the population of the district rose from something over 300 in the 1830's to 802 in 
the year 1881. It was now described as a "township and genteel village with views around which were 
very pleasant, the land well wooded and the air remarkable for its salubrity." These local advantages 
attracted the notice of Leeds merchants, whose "elegant villas, walks and plantations form delightful 
adjuncts to the glorious scenery." An omnibus service ran twice daily

1
 to Leeds from the old park gates 

and a more frequent service ran from Oakwood to Sheepscar where the horses were stabled at the 
"Golden Cross" hotel. Shadwell acquired its own church in 1842 and Seacroft in 1845, these areas 
becoming new parishes. Thus, by 1860 so much of the Act (under which St. John's was built) as related 
to these two places no longer applied. Consideration was evidently given to the assigning of a district to 
Roundhay St. John's about this time but at a meeting in March 1868 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
after consulting Counsel, declined, possibly because of the wording of the Act. 

On the 23rd January 1840 a Worcestershire man, the REVEREND THOMAS DAVIS was licensed 
Perpetual Curate at Roundhay St. John. Educated at Queen's College, Oxford, B.A. 1833, M.A. 1837, 
ordained 1833, curate of All Souls, Worcester 1833-39, he was to remain at Roundhay until his death in 
1887. He was the first resident incumbent of Roundhay, and, until the vicarage was ready for 
occupation in 1841, he was accommodated in rooms at the Mansion. 

Mr. Davis had a family of eight children, all born at the vicarage. Of his five daughters, who were "wont 
to take the air in Wetherby Road about the time that the afternoon omnibus from Leeds reached the 
Park gates," three married clergymen, Ellen, to the chaplain to Rajah Brooke of Sarawak in the days 
when head hunting was still a favourite pastime. Emily, the youngest, who married her father's curate, 
Reginald Simpson, was organist at the church from the age of twelve. Harriet, the fourth daughter, 
married Mr. Francis Lupton of the well known Roundhay family. Mr. Davis's eldest son, renowned for his 
reading of the lesson in church, founded a private school, St. George's, in the house later called 
"Greystones" in Park Avenue.

2 

Of Mr. Davis himself, who was often to be seen riding the rounds of the parish on his pony "Gipsy," it 
was said that he was a quiet, studious man, much given to writing. His works included, "Annus Sanctus. 
Hymns Old &. New for Church & Home" (230 selected and 260 original hymns; 3rd. edition 1864); 
"Excuses for neglecting the Church Answered"; and "A Book of Sermons" which opened with a preface, 
"The following discourses were addressed in the spring of last year to a country congregation consisting 
almost exclusively of pantry and char servants. My aim was to be as intelligible to both as moderate 
justice to my subject would permit." 

Little of note in the development of the church appears to have occurred for the major part of Mr. 
Davis's ministry. This is not surprising since the church was still comparatively new and the community 
which it served, though growing, was still "one of those quiet rural spots so often eulogised by the poet 
who loves to speak of 'the calm retreat from the noise and bustle of the world'." An observer of a 
century ago notes that "the peace of the village was seldom disturbed except by the rumbling wheels of 
the farmers' gigs and carts on their way to or from the great town or the country market place at 
Wetherby. Pleasure seekers pass on the way to Boston Spa in dashing dog-carts, commodious 
wagonettes or even on a veritable stage coach, now or recently offering a feeble defiance to the 
modern Phaeton, who has not yet scared the ancient 'mail coach' off the road by his furious screams 
and reckless headlong speed."

3 

Marriages at the church from 1839 to 1863 totalled only 57—an average of little more than two per 
year including those from outside the Parish, whilst from 1863 to 1887 they had increased to 98. 
Baptisms also showed an increase from 298 to 344 in the respective periods. (Marriages for the year 
1966 totalled 33 and baptisms 54). 

Towards the end of Mr. Davis's ministry, the patronage of the Church was acquired by Mr. James 
Kitson (who built Elmet Hall in 1863); and about this time, (1885) extensive alterations were carried out.  

 

 
1. West Riding Directory 1848. 

2. The foregoing was drawn from C. A. Lupton's Book on the Lupton Family. 

3. "Goodalls Royal Handbook to Roundhay Park". 
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The chancel was lengthened and another vestry was added. The three-decker pulpit was removed 
and the present one, the gift of Mr. Henry Marshall Sykes (Churchwarden 1866-71), was erected. The 
flooring, seating and all the furnishings were modernised at a total cost of £2,000. 

The lectern was presented in memory of Mr. Francis Lupton who died in 1884 and the organ was 
dedicated by Mr. James Kitson in 1885. For some years the singing had been accompanied by what 
could only be termed a barrel organ, for it worked by handle and played but a limited number of tunes. 
Later a small organ was erected in the gallery and remained there until the enlargement of the Church 
in 1885 when the present two-manual instrument was installed in the chancel. The small organ was 
disposed of in 1884 to St. John's Church, Briggate. The choir atthattime was seated in the north 
transept, until the new chancel was furnished, and was composed mainly of children from the Sunday 
School with only a few men, but anyone who so wished could sit and sing in the choir, there being no 
regular members. 

    A Churchwarden's Stave was presented by Mr. Theodore Brocklehurst (Churchwarden 1886-7 and 
later Vicar of Giggleswick) during his year of office as Churchwarden. Mr. Brocklehurst believed the 
stave to be unique and gathered the following information about it:— 

"It will be seen that the head of the stave is composed of a cup surmounted by a serpent, and 
round the base of the cup is the inscription 

'Huius aedis custos Theodorus me dedit (?) tempore paschali Anno MDCCCLXXXVI'. 
 In a work by S. Isidore of Seville, occurs a passage of which the following is a translation:—'The 
Apostle John, drinking a deadly draught, not only escaped danger, but immediately restored to life 
those who had been struck dead by the same chalice.' The cup with the serpent issuing from it is the 
emblem assigned to St. John by the very early writers. In the Middle Ages a custom prevailed of 
sending to friends, presents of wine, which had been blessed on St. John's Day. Another legend 
makes the poison issue from the cup in the form of a serpent, after St. John had signed it with the sign 
of the Cross. This legend may possibly have derived from our Lord's words in St. Matt, xx 23, and St. 
Mark xvi 18." 

The Statement of Accounts for the year ending March 31st 1888 contains an item, "Gas bracket and 
fixing £.1.2.1 Od." Whether gas lighting had been installed at the time of the structural alterations is 
not clear, nor is it clear whether the item "Heating £2.14.2." refers to central heating, which, also, may 
have been installed at this time. 

The Parish Magazine was started in 1887. It cost Id. per month and a full year's magazines bound 
in red board could be purchased for 1/-. "Home Words" occupied most of the space, parish matters 
being confined to two or three pages per issue. Church services were advertised and they were much 
as we know them now; parish entertainments were briefly reported; and the Penny Bank and Library 
were open once each week in the school. The Vicar's letter occurred only once each new year; 
Church accounts were published; and occasional reports of outings appeared. 

Thomas Davis died on 16th November 1887 after a lengthy illness. During his ministry, which had 
spanned almost half-a-century, he had seen Roundhay emerge as a township, its population treble. 
That the Church had kept pace with these developments is indicated in the improvements of 1885, 
and whilst these doubtless testified to the zeal of the early Roundhay residents and their attachment 
to the Church, they must also be some indication of the success of Mr. Davis's work in making the 
Church a focal point in the development of a community. He was buried in the churchyard. 

1887 to 1901 

    On the death of Mr. Davis, the REVEREND REGINALD JOHN SIMPSON, curate under Mr. Davis 
since 1879, became the incumbent. Previously he had been curate at Ripleys, Derbyshire, after 
graduating (B.A.) at St. John's College, Cambridge in 1877, M.A. 1886. He was trained at Lichfield 
Theological College, ordained deacon 1878, priest 1879. His marriage to Emily Davis took place on 
20th April 1882. 

Following the improvements of 1885, memorials continued to be erected in the Church and seem 
to have given rise to the comment, "The Church is more remarkable for its monuments inside than its 
architectural style outside in view of its similarity to Christ Church Woodhouse." 

     In 1888, "we hail with great joy the advent of the long-looked for Reredos
1
 in our Church. The 

bareness of the east end has long been an eye-sore and all will be heartily glad to have it clothed  
 

 

 

            1. The reredos was said to have been brought from Italy by Sir Robert Armitage of Farnley Hall, Middleton. 
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upon. It is the gift of Mr. Hawthorn Kitson, Elmet Hall, and takes the form of a triptych, (three-folded) 
or three panelled series of paintings, the side panels unfolding from the centre. The paintings are 
beautifully executed on a gold background, and the whole piece is exceedingly handsome. 
Unfortunately the side hangings are not yet up, so that we do not see it at anything like full advantage 
at present. The hangings, which will probably be of dark crimson velvet, and which I hope will very 
soon be up, will make a great difference and will greatly tone down the somewhat too bright effect." 

On Easter Day 1890 the font was dedicated to the memory of the Rev. Thomas Davis by his 
children, and about this time two Judas candlesticks were also presented in his memory. In 1892, "a 
very beautiful window has been put up on the north side of the aisle in our Church, to the memory of 
Mr. Davis. Unfortunately now that it is up, it is evident that the position is not the right one, as the full 
light from the south is in front instead of behind and thus much of its beautiful colouring is lost. 
However, most probably the window will yet be taken out and put in on the south side where it will be 
seen to full advantage." There is no record of when it was moved to its present position. A further 
window to the memory of Henry Hudson was erected on the south side of the chancel during the year 
1892. 

Alterations too were taking place in Church services and church organisation. A regular choir was 
formed after the installation of the new organ and they donned cassocks and surplices for the first 
time on Easter Day 1889 at a cost of £25. Forecasting the event and appealing for this money in his 
New Year Address the year before, Mr. Simpson commented "Whether or not the singing will be much 
improved thereby, is a questionable matter, I think, but, at any rate, it will be more seemly." Paid adult 
singers were employed and the accounts for 1891 show £35 choir salaries. This, presumably included 
the organist's salary, which, in 1887-88 was £10.2s.2d. The ESellringer was paid £9 per year and 
organ blowing and tuning cost £7. 

     On July 1st 1888, "Hymns Ancient & Modern" were introduced. Copies could be had from the 
Vicarage at prices ranging from 5d.to 1/8d. 

Until 1896 Roundhay had only one Churchwarden in office at a time. At the Annual Vestry meeting 
held in the schoolroom on April 8th 1896, the Vicar, after re-nominating Mr. Walker as Churchwarden, 
suggested that the custom which had held at Roundhay since the building of the church in 1826, of 
having only one warden, should now be broken, and that the laity present should nominate one of 
themselves as second warden. After some discussion, this suggestion was acted upon and Mr. 
Findlay was duly elected. 

The problem of accommodation at church services was now becoming acute. This was further 
aggravated by the system of pew renting, which often resulted in seats belonging to pewholders 
remaining empty because of their non-attendance, whilst many worshippers had to stand. Letters 
were circulated to pew holders asking their consent to announce all seats 'free' at the commencement 
of each service. 

    The larger question of purchasing the advowson of the church and all rights to it including the pew 
rents, was given much consideration, and the importance of making the church the people's own as 
opposed to "a mere proprietary chapel," was urged by many. As the patron, Mr. J. Hawthorn Kitson 
was willing to dispose of the advowson for a certain sum, it was decided "for the general good of 
church life to purchase and free the church and that immediate steps be taken to effect this purpose." 
A committee was elected consisting of Mr. W. S. Sykes (chairman), Mr. T. Oldroyd (secretary) and Mr. 
Wilson Hartnell (treasurer); and an appeal was made for subscriptions from well-wishers of the 
scheme. In the event it was not until 1926 that negotiations for the purchase were completed, and a 
further ten years before the money was finally paid off. 

     The first bazaar was held in 1897 at the Assembly Rooms near the Grand Theatre, "the only 
suitable rooms available at the time, and while not all that we might wish, are in many ways suitable 
for that purpose, being moreover, in a good position and very handy for Roundhay inhabitants." It was 
opened by Mrs. Boyd Carpenter, wife of the Bishop, on Thursday, October 14th and continued for the 
following two days. Takings amounted to £530, and expenses of £85 were incurred. It was proposed 
that the balance would clear the school of debt, pay for recent improvements and leave about £150 as 
a "nest egg for our contemplated Parish Room and Men's Club." 

     If the church's main concern was for the spiritual care of its parishioners, it was no less concerned 
in the organisation of social activities. Athletic and Sports Clubs had been formed and were centred 
on the Church. Mothers' meetings took place alternate Thursdays at 6 pm in the infant schoolroom; 
the Penny Bank and 'Roundhay Village Library,' a list of whose books appeared regularly in the Parish 
Magazine, were available each week; parish entertainments which included concerts and lantern slide 
talks flourished in the schoolroom; a Men's Club was formed and in 1892 a Gymnastic Club was 
inaugurated. The Vicar was Chairman and subscriptions were 2/6d. for the season from October 1

st
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to March 1st. It was held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7.30 to 8.45 in the schoolroom and "At 
present Mr. W. S. Sykes is giving instruction in dumbell and club exercises and no one could wish for 
a better teacher." The Girl's Friendly Society also met each Saturday in the school. 

A very severe epidemic of fever in the later 1880's, which caused the school to be closed for some 
weeks, gave rise to the idea of a scheme whereby a house should be acquired for infectious cases of 
children from the school. Parents were circulated to this effect; and although there is no record of the 
scheme ever having come to fruition, the idea illustrates the deep concern of the Church for the 
welfare of its members long before the days of any government scheme. District visitors were also 
employed at this time (voluntarily) to keep the Vicar informed of any parishioner in difficulties or 
sickness. 

Ill health forced Mr. Simpson to give up his parish duties in 1895 and he was temporarily replaced by 
the Rev. H. V. Allen, Senior Curate of St. Martin's Potternewton. He returned to his work a year later 
to be faced with the problem of providing for the growing population in the Gledhow area. In 1898 a 
scheme for a proposed Mission Church near Old Park Road was discussed and various sites were 
considered. Mr. Simpson commented in the Parish Magazine for that year, "Whether there be yet 
sufficient church people in that part of the Parish adequately to support a Church and the necessary 
curate, is a matter of some doubt; but there can be no doubt whatever that in a short time, at the 
present rate of building, there will be a population large enough fully to warrant the erection of a place 
of worship." These early discussions clearly led to the building of St. Edmund's Church. 

Weekly offertories instead of monthly were introduced in 1897. Pew rates had been retained for that 
year but because of the "large balance in hand of £71.1s.7d." these were suspended for one year 
from Sunday April 17th 1897. 

Mr. Simpson's incumbency drew to a close in the first year of the new century. In his fourteen years 
as minister at Roundhay he consolidated, organised and extended the work of the church. Many of his 
innovations are still with ustoday. He concerned himself not only with the spiritual welfare of his 
parishioners but also with their social and recreational needs. During the long years of illness of his 
predecessor he discharged the duties thrust upon him with marked success. In the words of a 
parishioner of the time, "He was well-liked and very good with young people." 

Reginald John Simpson left Roundhay in 1901 to become incumbent of Etal, Northumberland. Ill 
health dogged him for many years and he retired in 1913. Three years later he died and was buried in 
the Churchyard on August 21st 1916. 

 

1901 to 1923 

 

Mr. Simpson was succeeded by the REVEREND EDWARD EWER WARD, Jesus College, 
Cambridge, B.A. 1871; Wells Theological College 1871; ordained deacon 1872, priest 1874; curate of 
Steyning 1872-74; Vicar of Haughley, Suffolk 1874-87; Vicar of Hempnall, Norfolk 1887-94; perpetual 
curate of Etal 1894-1901. He was married and had a son and three daughters. He remained in 
Roundhay barely three years, after which he became Vicar of Sheen, Buxton, and later Rector of 
Mulbarton, Norwich. 

He was followed by the REVEREND THOMAS LIDDESDALE PALMER, Trinity College Dublin, B.A. 
1887; ordained deacon 1887; curate in Dublin 1888-96; Vicar of Buxton 1896-1904 and Rural Dean of 
Alston-field 1899-1904. He was licensed perpetual curate of Roundhay in 1904. He was married and 
had two sons. As he did not wish to reside at the vicarage, the house "Belmont" at the corner of 
Elmete Avenue and North Lane was acquired for him, the vicarage being let to Mr. Carby Hall. 

The population of Roundhay and Gledhow (the area served by the church) had risen to 2000 and was 
still growing. Parts of the township were now lit by electricity from a generator installed at the bottom 
of the ginnel running from North Lane to Wetherby Road. Shops had appeared on the east side of 
Oakwood Parade and the post office, originally established prior to 1868 opposite its present site and 
later moved to the gatehouse at the corner of Soldiers' Fields, was now housed at the corner of 
Oakwood Lane and Wetherby Road. A tram route, first laid down for conventional horse traction, was 
succeeded on November 11th 1891 by electric working between Oakwood1 and Sheepscar, thus 
creating the first electric operated public tramway using the trolley system in Britain. Initially it was for 
experimental purposes and consisted of a single line with loops at each terminus. By 1894 a quarter-
hourly service ran between 6 am and 11.35 pm each day. 

 

 

          1 The clock at Oakwood was erected in 1913. Originally this clock stood over the entrance to the market in Vicar Lane  
          before the present market was built. 
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    As yet, Roundhay had no community hall and in 1905 Mr. Palmer put forward to the Church 
Council a forceful case for a parochial hall. He asserted that Roundhay had passed out of its former 
condition of a country village, and that the work of the Parish could no longer continue on lines "which 
were no doubt suitable in the past but which were now, and must become, increasingly inadequate for 
a prosperous and popular suburb." He warned that the most desirable sites for such a building had 
been let slip, adding, "if we do not bestir ourselves we shall find that we have got into the most 
awkward situation, and incurred just blame for having let the grass grow under our feet." Twelve years 
elapsed before a Parochial Room was acquired, and more than twenty before a hall was built. 
 

   The Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure did not come into effect until 1921; but Church 
Councils had been set up in most urban parishes before that date, though they had no powers other 
than those delegated to them by the incumbent. That St. John's had such a council prior to 1905 is 
indicated in a resolution passed at the Vestry Meeting 1905, "that, in orderto make the Church Council 
more representative of the Parish, the number of elected members be increased to twenty." 

    The services of paid adult members of the choir were discontinued in 1907. In the same year it was 
decided to improve the lighting in church, (members of the congregation having complained that they 
could not read the psalms and hymns) by replacing the old "fishtail" burners with inverted 
incandescent lights. The widening of the lower gateway to the Church was carried out two years later. 
New gates were fitted, the old ones being transferred to the entrance from Roundhay Park. 

St. Edmund's Church was opened in 1910 thus removing from St. John's the most populated part 
of its Parish. There appears to have been some disagreement about the designation of the new 
Church for at the St. John's Vestry meeting of 1909 it was resolved that, "the Churchwardens take the 
necessary steps with a view to an alteration in the proposed name for the new church at Lidgett Park 
with the object of avoiding the confusion at present arising from its proposed designation." 

The year 1912 saw Roundhay absorbed within the boundary of the City of Leeds, this at the 
second attempt on the part of the City. 

      Parish Magazines of this period give much space to missionary work both at home and overseas. 
The year 1913 saw regular meetings of all clergy (Anglican and Free Church) in North Leeds with the 
object of co-operating in a common task. Meetings of clergy were also organised with the object of 
helping parishes in less favoured areas. A Roundhay Ladies' Section of the Leeds Church Extension 
Society was formed and funds were raised for repairs and improvements to churches and church 
schools in other Leeds parishes. Each Christmas toys brought to a special Toy Service were sent to 
parishes in the poorer districts of the City. 

 

     June 1st 1913 "was a notable day in the history of Roundhay. For the first time a Japanese, born a 
heathen and become a Christian Clergyman, preached and assisted in the celebration of Holy 
Communion." His name was the Rev. Fizumoto. In the same year the Parochial Church Council 
resolved to participate in the demonstration against the disestablishment and disendowment of the 
Church in Wales. The Archbishop's Finance Scheme was also published in 1913. The assessment or 
quota under this scheme for Roundhay St. John's was £22.2s.0d. per annum, being 5% of the 
average church expenses of the previous three years. Money raised under this scheme was to be 
spent on training clergy, stipends, pensions, widows and orphans, religious education and 
organisation. 

    On July 9th 1913 Mr. Thomas Hawkins, an old and respected resident of Roundhay, died. He had 
been verger and sexton for almost fifty years, and due tribute was paid to him in the Parish Magazine. 

The Parochial Garden Fete, held in the grounds of Elmet Hall in July 1914, was followed less than 
a month later by the outbreak of the First World War. The Church was quick to react and an appeal 
was made for ladies willing to make garments for the wounded. Mr. and Mrs. Penrose Green lent 
"Rosenheim" (Now called "Spring Grove," Springwood Road) for a working party, and within a few 
short weeks the sum of £27.8s.0d. had been subscribed for the purchase of materials. The house 
"Kensington" in Oakwood Lane was acquired to provide accommodation for thirteen Belgian refugees. 
Special prayers were said each day in church "for victory, restoration of peace and for the soldiers and 
sailors of the Empire." Of these special prayers Mr. Palmer wrote in the Magazine, " . . .  I am no 
pessimist, but judging by the fewness of those who come I am frankly afraid of what may be 
necessary before the nation has learnt its lesson." 
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    The first Choral Communion was held on October 18th 1914 and thereafter on the third Sunday in 
the month after matins. The vexed question of freeing the pews came up again, and Miss Kitson 
wrote a letter asking the Church Council to make what arrangements they thought best to put one-
quarter of the hitherto rented pews into use without rent, she being anxious to give up her claim to 
them, her power in the matter being limited to a life interest in the number of pews specified. As a 
result of this the Church Council freed five pews on either side of the aisle at the west end of the 
Church. 

In 1915 the Rev. Charles Escritt was licensed Honorary Curate to the Parish. He was also Clerical 
Organising Secretary to the Waifs and Strays Society. He remained in Roundhay for little more than a 
year after which he was appointed to the Rectory of Tyringham, Buckinghamshire. 

    An amusing note of a Church Council Meeting occurs in the Parish Magazine for June 1915:— 

    "The meeting was called for May 12th on which occasion the Council broke all former records by 
failing to produce a quorum. The three who were there settled the affairs of the Nation and adjourned 
at 9 o'clock." 

In March 1916, a single light was erected on the north side of the altar in memory of the late Mrs. 
Thompson. It was presented by her daughter Mrs. Treharne. Mrs. Thompson died on a visit to 
Australia. 

    A long felt need, first mentioned twenty years earlier, was fulfilled when a Parish Room was 
secured on the ground floor of the Telephone and Rates Office at Oakwood, big enough to seat 90 
people. (It was at the rear end of the bottom shop on the east side of Oakwood Parade). The rent was 
£14 per annum plus rates and by April 1917, £96 had been raised towards the cost of rent and 
furnishings. The first Church Council meeting was held there on May 14th 1917. 

   The war over, the Parish turned its attention to the erection of a War Memorial to the men The first 
meeting was held in May 1919 when the following alternatives were suggested:— 

 
 1.  A Parochial Institute. 

                                                    2. A stained glass window. 
                                                    3. A mural tablet. 
                                                    4. A chancel screen. 
                                                5. A vellum book of remembrance. 

 

The resolution carried on that occasion was, "that a Memorial of some kind be placed in the 
Church without prejudice to any outside Memorial," and a rider added "that the question of an Institute 
be further considered at the adjourned meeting." A second meeting decided that the then cost of 
building would unduly delay the erection of an Institute, and that a Memorial in the Church be 
proceeded with. The following were appointed as a committee for that purpose:—The Vicar and 
Churchwardens, Colonel C. Harold Tetley (Hon. Sec), Mr. E. J. Silcock, Mr. Davis, Mr. D. F. Joynt, 
Mrs. Seeker-Walker and Miss Kitson. There appeared to have been considerable divergence of 
opinion as to whether the Memorial should be executed in wood or in mosaic and a referendum of the 
Parish was taken, resulting in a large majority in favour of mosaic. Efforts to obtain the best possible 
design naturally occupied a good deal of time and further delay was, apparently, largely due to the 
negligence on the part of "a very distinguished artist" to reply to the communication addressed to him. 

 

     A Special meeting of the Church Council was held on January 7th 1921 at which two designs for 
the War Memorial were submitted. The first was a scroll pattern in large mosaic panels to be placed at 
the east end of the Church, with the names of the fallen at either side on the North and South walls, to 
cost about £350. The second design, which was recommended by the War Memorial Committee, 
covered the same area, but had three soldier saints in fine mosaic on either side of the Altar. The 
approximate cost was £600. This second design was adopted and it was decided that the inscription 
over it should be, "Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends," and 
over the names of the fallen (recorded in the order in which they fell, without rank or regiment) "These 
men of Roundhay died for their country 1914-1919." 

    The order was placed with Messrs. Powell and Sons, Whitefriars, London, and all members of the 
Church Council agreed to assist in collecting the necessary funds. Almost £900 was subscribed. After 
some minor modifications to the original design, the ceremony of unveiling was performed by General 
Sir Ivor Maxse K.C.B. (G.O.C. Northern Command), and the dedication by Mr. Palmer on January 1st 
1922. 

At the Easter Vestry Meeting 1920 it was resolved that under the terms of the Enabling Act a 
Parochial Church Council of twelve members be elected exclusive of the Vicar, Wardens and ex-
officio members. 
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The following were elected to this first Church Council under the Act:—Aid. Clarke, Mr. J. Crossland, 
Mr. W. H. Harding, Mr. C. W. Lillie, Mrs. Hugh Lupton, Mrs. MacPherson, Mr. G. K. Sanderson, Mr. E. 
J. Silcock, Mr. W. S. Sykes, Col. C. Harold Tetley, Mrs. Seeker-Walker and Mrs. Arthur Willey. The 
first meeting of the new Council took place on April 23rd 1920. 

The question of freeing the pews in the Church was again brought up by Mr. Palmer in a strongly 
worded proposition to the Church Council Meeting of May 20th 1920. As a result of this, a notice was 
sent to all pewholders pointing out that as a considerable number of rented pews were seldom 
occupied, and there were a number of applications for pews from other parishioners, all rented pews 
would be let for a period of one year,terminating at Easter 1921 and at each subsequent Easter. In the 
case of any rented pew not occupied with reasonable frequency, a majority vote of the Council would 
determine whether the tenancy be renewed. But the main problem, that of freeing the pew rents by 
the Patrons, remained; and in consequence a committee consisting of Col. C. Harold Tetley, Mr. A. 
Willey and the Wardens formed a deputation to wait upon Mr. R. H. Kitson, the Patron, to discuss the 
question. Negotiations for the purchase of the advowson commenced almost immediately; but it was 
some years before they were brought to a successful conclusion. 

Electric lighting was installed in the Church in 1922 at a cost of £292 and a new Altar Table was 
provided in the same year. Consideration was given to the re-gilding of the triptych, leaving the panels 
untouched, but at the request of Mrs. Hawthorn Kitson it was not done. The memorial window in the 
north transept to Lieutenant Tom Willey was unveiled on Sunday April 22nd 1923. The Church 
Accounts, previously styled "Church Wardens' Accounts" were changed to "Accounts of the Parochial 
Church Council of Roundhay St. John's" and Mr. Frederick Swales (who served as Churchwarden and 
Treasurer for a total of 35 years until his death in 1954) was appointed first treasurer in December 
1922. 

St. John's Lawn Tennis Club was formed in 1921 with two grass courts in Oakwood Grove. Due to 
the building of houses the Club had to move and joined with the Oakwood Club (of many years 
standing) whose courts in Oakwood Drive had also been sold for housing development. This joint club 
took over the courts at the corner of Oakwood Lane and Montagu Place. 

In 1923, during the last months of Mr. Palmer's ministry, the Church Council agreed that a site for 
a new parochial hall within the parish should be secured and a committee consisting of Mr. Palmer 
and Messrs. W. H. Clarke, C. W. Lillie and F. Swales was formed to approach likely sellers of land and 
report back to the Council. 

The Rev. T. Liddesdale Palmer resigned from Roundhay St. John's to exchange livings with the Rev. 
T. N. Pearson, Rector of Angmering, Sussex, in September 1923. He is remembered in the parish as 
'a gentleman, forthright, and always ready to seize the opportunity to further the work of the church.' 
He died in the year 1938. 

 

1923 to 1947 

The REVEREND T. NOEL PEARSON, Trinity College, Oxford, B.A. 1903; M.A. 1908: Leeds Clergy 
School 1904; ordained deacon 1905, Priest 1906; Curate of Enfield 1905-6; Choir Chaplain of Ripon 
Cathedral 1910-11; Succentor 1911-12; temporary Chaplain to the Forces 1916-1919; Rector of 
Angmering 1913-1923, was instituted Vicar by the Bishop of Knaresborough on October 12th 1923. 
This was the first occasion on which an incumbent of Roundhay had actually been instituted Vicar, Mr. 
Pearson's predecessors having been licensed perpetual curates. (The difference between rector, 
vicar and perpetual curate is historical rather than practical. Briefly it may be said that where the whole 
of the tithe and glebe have always been attached to the benefice for the maintenance of the minister, 
that benefice is a rectory, but where the cure of souls has been entrusted to a vicar who is maintained 
by an endowment provided from the income of the rectory, the benefice is a vicarage. Where no such 
endowment has been provided the benefice is a perpetual curacy and the benefices of new 
ecclesiastical parishes are as a rule perpetual curacies. For practical purposes there is not now a 
great difference between these three types of benefice).

1 

Mr. Pearson had two sons and a daughter. After residing for a time at "Belmont" he moved to the old 
vicarage. 

He arrived in the parish at a time when completion of negotiations for the purchase of the advowson 
was in sight. Unfortunately, because of the change of incumbent, the advowson could not be 
presented 

 

 

 
1. Kenneth M. Macmorran M.A.,LLB. "A Handbook for Churchwardens and Church Councillors." 
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until 1924, twelve months after the institution of the new incumbent. However, preparations for the 
appointment of Trustees for the patronage of the living could be made and it was decided that they 
would consist of:— 
 

1. The Bishop of the Diocese. 
2. The Archdeacon of Leeds. 
3. The Vicar of Leeds. 
4. The Vicar's Warden of St. John's. 
5. The People's Warden of St. John's. 
6. The Vice Chairman    ( of the Parochial 
7. The Secretary              Church Council ) 

 
All these would become trustees by virtue of the office they held. 

The cost of freeing the pews was £440. It was arranged at the Church Council Meeting of January 8th 
1924, to open a separate account with Lloyd's Bank, and to transfer the balance of the War Memorial 
Fund, Vicarage Trust Fund and any other funds available as security for the overdraft that was necessary 
to pay off at once the cost of freeing the pews. Seatholders would continue to rent their sittings and it was 
hoped other members of the congregation would come forward to rent sittings, as it was proposed to 
utilise the rents in paying off the overdraft. It was noted that each fund would remain intact and be 
available for the purpose for which it was subscribed, whenever needed. The Deed of Conveyance of 
Advowson, Pew Rents and Vaults, was finally executed on March 26th 1926 (the year of the Church's 
Centenary). Ten years later the overdraft had been paid and all pews were freed. 

    The committee formed to secure a site for a new Parochial Hall continued their search and offers were 
received from Mr. Nettleton of one in Oakwood Avenue, and from Mr. Penrose Green of one fronting on 
to Oakwood Lane and Oakwood Grove. These had to be abandoned because of objections from the 
residents. Another site at the junction of North Lane and Wetherby Road was considered, but because of 
the prohibitive cost, this, too, was abandoned. The choice then lay between one offered by Mr. Carby Hall 
(below Old Park Gates) and one at Oakwood known as the "Woodlands." Whilst the former would be 
slightly cheaper at 5/6d. per yard (compared with 6/- for the "Woodlands"), the latter, although situated on 
the boundary of the Parish, was in the centre of the most populated part and in a convenient position for 
transport for most of the Parishioners. At an adjourned Meeting held on Monday February 23rd 1925, the 
Church Council recommended the Purchase of the Woodlands Estate site for the purpose of a Parochial 
Hall, subject to the approval of a Parish Meeting. In due course the site was acquired for the sum of 
£1,000. 

In April 1925 a meeting of all subscribers to the War Memorial Fund was called and it was resolved 
that "this meeting of the Subscribers to the St. John's War Memorial Fund authorise the Church Council 
to apply the balance of the fund amounting to £304.16s.10d. towards the building of the new Parochial 
Hall." A public meeting of all Parishioners of St. John's called in November of the same year decided that 
one-third of the balance of the proceeds of the sale of "Belmont" (until lately the new vicarage) amounting 
to some £650, should be allocated to the cost of building the new hall. In the meantime, steps were taken 
to prepare plans for its erection. Various parochial halls recently built were visited by the sub-committee, 
and it was decided that plans be invited in competition from three architects, Messrs. Chorley Gribbon & 
Foggitt, Mr. W. Dawson and Mr. Carby Hall. In April 1926, it was announced that Mr. Dawson's plans had 
been placed first by the assessor, the cost of the building being estimated at £5,000. 

Much concern was expressed about the difficulty of raising so large a sum. However, at a public 
meeting, reception and conversazione, held at the Mansion Hotel on Monday, April 12th 1926, to 
celebrate the Centenary of the Church, promises of £800 towards the fund were made by those present, 
a generous and appropriate gesture to mark the 100th birthday of the Church. By May 1926, the tender of 
Messrs. Banks Mawson had been accepted with the proviso, that G. W. Nettleton and Sons should carry 
out the brick and stonework. The foundation stone was laid on Thursday, August 18th 1927 by Colonel 
Sir Edward Allen Brotherton Bart., who, in performing the ceremony, noted that its management was to 
be non-political, and non-sectarian, a public meeting placeforthe community. The Lord Mayor of Leeds 
(Alderman Hugh Lupton) accompanied by the Lady Mayoress, (a member of the Church Council) 
presided. 

Although some £3,000 had been raised by subscription and money-raising efforts, the Hall had to be 
mortgaged in order to obtain money for its completion. It was dogged by financial difficulties for almost 
thirty years before being put on a sound footing.

1 

 

 

 

 

 
1. In March 1939 Miss Dora Netherwood donated £500 to Roundhay Parochial Hall in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel  
         Scott Stanley. A plaque to mark the gift can be seen in the Hall. 
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The problem of space in the churchyard, first considered in 1924 when it was decided by the Church 
Council that the burial of non-parishioners should not in future be sanctioned except in very special 
cases, became more acute. In 1932, after protracted negotiations with the Corporation, one acre of land 
was purchased on the north side of the churchyard at a cost of £350 and a bank loan was obtained to 
cover this and the necessary fencing and road making. 

On the 11th March 1932 a fire broke out in the vestry of the Church. The Vicar was first on the scene 
and raised the alarm. On his return to the Church the fire had spread and although not physically strong 
(Dr. Hoyland Smith had warned the council two years earlier that Mr. Pearson was suffering from an 
incurable heart ailment) he managed to remove the massive lectern to a place of safety singlehanded. 
Over £500 worth of damage was sustained on this occasion and many church records were destroyed.

1 

Little of note took place in the life of the Church during the next two or three years. The question of 
changing from "Hymns Ancient & Modern" to "Songs of Praise" was raised by Mr. Pearson in 1932 but 
nothing appears to have come of this. A suggestion that Evensong be held at the Parochial Hall in an 
effort to increase the congregations was referred to the evening worshippers and the outcome was that 
during Lent 1934, services were held both at the Church and the Parochial Hall on Sundays and 
weekdays. 

Two altar vases were donated by Miss K. C. Lupton in 1935. The window in the north transept in memory 
of 2nd Lieutenant Kenneth Hill Ives and Sub. Lieutenant Derrick Ives was erected in 1936. At the request 
of a parishioner the brass plate stating the donor of the east window was moved from behind the triptych 
to its present position. Consideration was again given to the purchase of two extra plots of land in order 
to extend the churchyard but this was not completed until after the Second World War. The Church of the 
Epiphany, Gipton, was opened in 1938 and St. John's donated the Holy Table. The Boundary between 
the two parishes was adjusted to run along Easterly Road. Thus Fearnville, Arthur's Rein, Grange Park, 
Hollin Park and the Ambertons, previously in St. John's parish, now formed part of the district assigned to 
Epiphany Church. Mr. Penrose Green placed afield adjoining his own grounds, atthe disposal of the 
Church and as a result a Sports and Athletic Club was formed in 1935. A "handsome and spacious 
pavilion" was erected and the club continued until the outbreak of the war, when the land was acquired 
by the military authorities who are the present occupants. 

The Secretary's Reports on the work of the Church during the years 1939-45, indicate the difficulties 
under which the Church was working. In the winter of 1939-40 Evensong was held in the afternoon to 
allow worshippers to get home before the 'black-out.' In 1943, "the stupendous struggle is making such 
great demands on all that parochial work is suffering." In spite of this, a group of workers consisting of 
ladies of the Parish and senior girls from the school, completed 350 garments for troops in that year and 
collected £24.10s.0d. for troops, prisoners of war and sailors. When soldiers from Dunkirk had been 
billeted at Roundhay in 1940, recreation facilities were provided for them in the Parish. To members of 
the congregation and to many others who had attended church on appointed days of National Prayer, the 
church had been a great source of spiritual strength. These were, indeed, difficult days; and great credit 
must go to the few who were left to carry on the work of the Parish at this time. 

At a special Church Council Meeting held on 20th October 1947, Mr. Pearson announced that he had 
accepted a living at Slapton in South Devon, and would be leaving the Parish to take up his new 
appointment towards the end of November of that year. He died in 1952. 

 

 

1947 to 1965 

The demands of the war had made deep inroads into the work of the Parish and clearly a period of 
intensive reconstruction was necessary. The task fell to a Northumbrian, the REVEREND JAMES 
MCINTOSH SCOTT, Hertford College Oxford, B.A. 1934, M.A. 1938; Wycliffe Hall Oxford 1934; ordained 
deacon 1937, priest 1938. From 1938-44 he had served as curate in Gateshead and from 1944-47 as 
Vicar of St. Peter with St. Cuthbert, Monkwearmouth. He was instituted and inducted Vicar of St. John's 
on 17th February 1948. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. The authors encountered considerable difficulty in their search for this book, doubtless due to the des- 
         truction of these records. 
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     Mr. Scott's first step was to bring the Church into closer contact 
with the residents of the Parish, many of whom were new while 
others had only recently returned from war service. Social 
gatherings and meetings were held at private houses of 
parishioners in various parts of the Parish, at which Church 
matters were discussed; social activities which had been revived a 
year or two earlier were expanded and new ones started; the gift of 
the field in North Lane

1
 by Mrs. Penrose May added impetus to 

these activities and a tennis club was formed; Parish Socials were 
held regularly; a Youth Club was formed in 1951 and in 1952 a 
Drama Group was inaugurated. 

In his reports of the work of the Church in 1951, the Secretary 
of the Parochial Church Council refers to "a further year of 
considerable and successful activity" and a year later, "yet another 
year of wide and successful activity." Rogation Sunday 1950 was 
celebrated with a Processional setting and the placing of 
agricultural machinery in the chancel. 

     Interest in the Church was stimulated bythe celebration of its 
125th anniversary in 1951. Special services were held at which 
visiting clergy preached; and during the week January 28th to 
February 5th 1951 various Church organisations held special 
meetings or demonstrations of their activities. To conclude, a 
dinner was held at the Mansion Hotel which was attended by over 
100 parishioners and guests. An appeal for the rebuilding of the 
organ to mark the anniversary raised almost £700. The work was 
completed by Easter 1952, and an inaugural recital was given by 
Mr. Frederick Waine.              Rev. J M Scott (1948-1964) 
       

    Congregations began to increase. On Easter Day 1953 there were 415 communicants. Candidates for 
confirmation increased from 11 in 1950 to 39 in 1953, thereafter varying from 22 to 39. By 1957 the 
Secretary reported that collections for the year had reached £1,100, the highest on record and an 
increase of £3 per week. A year later communicants had risen by 7% and collections by 6% whilst in 
1959 the number of communicants on Easter Day rose to 422 with 220 after the Confirmation Service in 
that year. Festival services were extremely well attended; and at the Annual Carol Services difficulty was 
experienced in seating all who attended. Lammas Festival was revived in 1953, when wheat from the first 
sheaves cut from a field near the Church was specially ground and made into a loaf which was brought to 
the Altar, consecrated and administered to communicants. 

    A particular problem at this time was the movement of population in and out of the Parish. Residential 
development was growing apace; new residents were moving in, whilst the demands of business and 
profession forced others to move out. This constant movement made the work of making and maintaining 
contact with»parishioners more difficult. Members of the congregation were encouraged to invite 
newcomers to their houses and tell them about the Church. A house to house visitation of the Parish was 
undertaken in co-operation with Roundhay Methodist Church (Ladywood) in 1953, which, incidentally led 
to the first combined service at the Methodist Church on Good Friday 1954. This has been continued 
annually at alternate churches ever since. A further visitation of new residents was carried out in 1958 
and another, house to house, in 1960. All of these contributed to a strong and lively Church, a most 
encouraging feature of which was the strong contribution made by the younger members. 

The opening of Braim Wood School, together with the School for Deaf Children in the grounds of 
Elmet Hall in 1960, provided another opportunity which the Church was quick to grasp. Children from 
these schools attended Church services; and on Ascension Day 1962 the Church was filled with children 
from these and our own day school, one of the teachers playing the organ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. This is the field fronting on to North Lane and Foxglove Avenue, comprising some 12,000 square yards. The gift included two 
cottages and was offered in perpetuity. It was accepted in March 1950 and was vested in the Ripon Diocesan Board of Finance. 
The hard tennis court was laid in 1953 at a cost of nearly £400. An unsuccessful application was made to sell the land, in 1967, 
with the agreement of Mrs. Penrose May, for residential development. 
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 Of the Church itself, a memorial tablet to those killed in the Second World War was unveiled in 1949. 
Mention has already been made of the major work to the organ, and the music of the Church was the 
subject of many appreciative comments during this period. Repairs to the bells were carried out in 1957 
and they were rung (instead of chimed) for the first time in many years on the 19th January 1958, the 
132nd anniversary of the foundation of the Church. New lighting was installed in 1958, floodlights 
replacing the old electroliers. Gifts to the Church increasingly took the form of financial provision rather 
than of the memorials of earlier days. Several large sums were donated, including a bequest of £1,000 
from the late Miss Lydia Crossley and the gift of £1,000 from Col. F. Eric Tetley. Other gifts from 
individuals and from organisations of the Church replaced many of the worn furnishings. These included 
a new lectern bible, prayer books, an altar frontal and pulpit drop, kneelers in the chancel and 
Churchwardens' pews, and the refurnishing of all pews with carpets and kneelers which was completed 
in 1965. 

In 1960, the Parish Magazine appeared with a magnificent new cover, a photograph of the Church in 
full colour. It was the gift of Mr. Basil Swales who donated several thousand copies in memory of his 
mother and father who had been closely connected with the Church for many years. 

But it must not be thought that the Church and its members were concerned solely with the affairs of 
the Parish. Visiting clergy from various branches of the Christian Church stimulated interest and activity in 
the work of the Church in the widest sense, as did the social workers who from time to time addressed 
meetings of the Parochial Church Council. These latter included a Juvenile Court Magistrate, a Probation 
Officer, a Hospital Chaplain, a representative from a Church Training College and a delegate from the 
World Council of Churches. The Vicar's letter in the magazine each month frequently included a Christian 
viewpoint on such matters as the United Nations, Education, Crime and Punishment, Personal Relation-
ships and Industrial Disputes. As a result of the Report of the Anglo-Methodist Conversations a joint 
meeting of the Parochial Church Council and the Roundhay Methodist Church Council took place in 
December 1963 when the problems of the re-union of the Churches were freely discussed and a large 
measure of agreement was disclosed. In financial terms, assistance to outside bodies was quite 
considerable. The new Church of St. Richard on the Seacroft Housing Estate was supported to the extent 
of £168, being half of the cost of a second-hand organ for that Church; and on Sunday 23rd September 
1957 St. John's congregation joined St. Richard's for evensong. The sum of £925 was handed over to the 
Diocese in 1961 for the purpose of building new churches. This donation was the result of a Church 
Council decision, taken after many months of deliberation, not to take part in the Christian Giving 
Campaign which entailed pledging a certain sum over a period of three years,

1
 but to contribute to the 

Capital Appeal which was launched in the Diocese in that year. 

In 1963 the Church had to find a further £135 per year, the diocesan quota having been doubled. 
Special collections earmarked by the Church Council for charity and mission work averaged ten per year 
and in addition house to house collections were made two or three times during the year for Diocesan 
Moral Welfare, Christian Aid and Inter-Church Refugee Fund. These were usually undertaken by the 
young people of the Church. In 1960 Mr. W. B. Lindley, Churchwarden, donated £25,000 for the building 
of a church in the newly developing area of Swarcliffe. Three years earlier Mr. Lindley had been elected 
Chairman of the Ripon Diocesan Board of Finance, the highest position open to a layman) The Parochial 
Hall, which had been in serious difficulties for many years and which was losing some £300 per year in 
1947, was gradually being placed on a sound financial base. 

Although congregations had increased and the income of the Church had reached £2,000 in the year 
1964, expenditure, due to rising prices, had risen to £2,215 in the same year, (income and expenditure 
for the year 1947 were £982 and £1,084 respectively); and during the 18 years from 1947 to 1955 Church 
Accounts showed a deficit on eight occasions, amounts varying from £68 (1952) to £537 (1965). It is thus 
a matter of some satisfaction that the Church was able to "look outwards" and contribute financially to the 
work of outside bodies. 

But perhaps the most ambitious project undertaken since the building of the Parochial Hall, was the 
modernisation of the School and Almshouses. Originally built by Stephen Nicholson, the almshouses 
were for old servants of the family of Thomas Nicholson, Elizabeth Nicholson his widow, or Stephen 
Nicholson or any of their descendants or collateral relatives from the name, or "persons residing in the 
townships of Roundhay, Shadwell, Chapel Allerton and Potternewton who are unable to earn their own 
living, with a preference for those who are reduced by misfortune from better circumstances." A body of 
trustees had been carrying out these intentions ever since; and though their income was adequate a  

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. A free will offering scheme had operated in the Parish since 1925—this was reorganised in 1949 
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century ago, at this time it could do no more than effect the most urgent repairs. In 1962, thanks to two 
handsome gifts, the opportunity arose to modernise and improve the six houses. Mrs. F. E. Tetley gave 
£500 for this purpose and another donor, who wished to remain anonymous, offered to double any other 
donation made, up to a total of £500. These two gifts enabled the Trustees to prepare plans forthe 
incorporation of a small bathroom in each house with full services of hot water and a w.c. Details of the 
improvements to the school are noted elsewhere in this book. 

However, in spite of generous donations and promises from old Roundhay families, amounting to some 
£1,500, the estimated cost to the Trustees at this time was over £3,000, taking into account the grant 
from the Local Authority. An appeal was made to the Church Council and it was decided to allocate a 
large proportion of the proceeds of the December Bazaar 1962 for this purpose. The firsttwo almshouses 
were completed at the beginning of 1963 and were officially opened by Sir Keith Joseph, M.P. for north-
east Leeds, and Minister for Housing and Local Government on February 9th 1963. Two further 
almshouses were completed by November 1964 but a combination of financial difficulty with the desire of 
the aged occupants of the remaining two not to be disturbed, delayed completion of the scheme. It was 
clear, however, that the spirit of generosity and Christian charity which had impelled Stephen Nicholson 
to build the almshouses and school had not diminished almost a century and a half later. 

"Here you may wonder,  
How it was that works, money, interest, building could ever hide,      
The palpable and obvious love of man for man." 

In October 1964, Mr. Scott announced in the Parish Magazine that he had accepted an invitation to 
become Rector of Sutton, Surrey. He was instituted there on November 7th of the same year. During his 
sixteen years in Roundhay he had seen the population of the Parish grow at a more rapid rate than any 
of his predecessors. In the Parish Magazine for April 1962, commenting on the building of houses in the 
field between "The Grove" and Wetherby Road, he wrote "houses will march continuously from Elmete 
Avenue to the Wyke Beck." Although still the smallest Parish in the Deanery, Roundhay now contained 
over 2,500 souls and the success of Mr. Scott's work in the two-fold task of reviving parish work after the 
Second World War and coping with the rapid development, was amply illustrated in the increased 
congregations in an age which has been described as "cynical" in religious matters. He was assisted in 
this task by Mrs. Scott, a talented musician, who later was able to assist many parishioners through her 
knowledge of herbs, and by his daughter Hilda and his son Peter—the first child to be born at the 
vicarage for 99 years. 

In his farewell letter to the Parish in October 1964, Mr. Scott referred with gratitude to the "splendid 
officials of the Church," a "live council" and a "loyal congregation." Undoubtedly James Mcintosh Scott 

had been the driving force behind these. 

1965 to ---------- 

Mr. Scott was succeeded by the REVEREND GORDON 
COOPER WOOD, M. A. aged 44, the son of a well known West 
Riding Wool Merchant. A Yorkshire-man, he was educated at 
Leeds Grammar School, St. Peter's Hall Oxford, Wycliffe Hall 
Oxford; ordained 1944, curate at Christ Church, Armley, Leeds 
and Chaplain to St. Mary's Hospital Leeds, 1944-46. In October 
1946, he joined the Army and was appointed Garrison Chaplain 
of North Malaya area, serving men engaged in action against 
Communist terrorists. He built up the oldest Christian Church in 
Malaya, All Saints, Taiping, and obtained civilian and Army help 
to restore the damage wrought by the Japanese during the 
Second World War. On leaving the Army he was appointed 
Vicar of St. Clement's Church, Sheepscar in 1949, where he 
remained until appointed to Roundhay. He was instituted at St. 
John's on Friday 22nd January 1965 by the Bishop of Ripon. He 
is married and has one son. 

                Rev. G. C. Wood, 

     (1965 to —) 
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St. John's School and Almshouses 
 

     To begin a history of St. John's School and Almshouses, one cannot do better than quote from the 
original deeds of the Stephen Nicholson Charity:— 
     "By indentures of lease and release, dated 20th and 21st November, 1837. Stephen Nicholson, of 
Round-hay, conveyed to the Rev. J. A. Rhodes and three others, to the use of them and himself and their 
heirs, a site with six almshouses and a master's and mistress's house and a schoolroom erected thereon 
etc." 
      The almshouses were to be used for the old servants of the Nicholson family, or persons residing in 
the townships of Roundhay, Shadwell, Chapel Allerton or Potternewton, "with a preference for the first 
class." Dwellers in the almshouses had to observe certain rules:— 

1. To attend service at Roundhay Church twice every Sunday. 
2. To keep the inside of their houses in good repair. 
3. To pay all rates chargeable thereon. 
4 Not to attend the worship of other denominations of Christians, or other religious bodies during the 

hours of divine service at Roundhay Church. 
 

     Stephen Nicholson directed that the income from £4,500, three pounds ten shillings per cent, reduced 
bank annuities, which he had placed in the hands of the said trustees, should be applied towards keeping 
the premises in repair, supplying coal and furniture for the schoolroom and master's house etc., then in 
paying to the almspeople 'such annuities as they should think fit.' In 1884, we find that the annuity was 
£10, to be paid monthly. 
 
      From correspondence between the almspeople and trustees during the latter half of the last century it 
was discovered, that in addition to the rules mentioned above there were other regulations to be 
observed. One dweller was informed that he had again broken the rules by allowing more than the alloted 
number to sleep in his house, and should it be found that more than himself, his wife and two younger 
children were sleeping there, he would be requested to leave. The trustees also wished him to see that 
his children gave more heed to cleanliness than they were doing! On another occasion a dweller was 
reprimanded for spending a night away from his house without permission. 
 
     Vacancies in the almshouses, for many years, were advertised locally in the townships mentioned 
above, the posters specifying the qualifications required from candidates. Appointments were made by 
the trustees at a special meeting, after the receipt of applications written on forms provided by the 
trustees. In and after the year 1890 the vacancies were advertised in the 'Leeds Mercury' and 'Yorkshire 
Post.' 
 
     In April 1881 solicitors for the trustees informed the Charity Commissioners, that it was their desire to 
hand over the administration of the trust to the Commissioners. By an order of the Charity 
Commissioners dated 16th November 1881 the funds of the trust were handed over to the official 
trustees of Charitable Funds. In April of the following year three newtrustees were appointed, one of them 
being the Rev. Thomas Davis, Vicar of Roundhay. In another Order of the Commissioners, dated 12th 
August, 1884, Messrs. Sykes and Hudson, two of the new trustees, were discharged at their own 
request, and a completely new scheme was established for the management of the Charity. 
 
     There were to be seven trustees of the foundation, two of whom, namely the Vicar and Churchwarden 
of Roundhay Church, were ex-officio trustees, and five were non-official members ofthe Church of 
England, resident in or near Roundhay. The regulations for the new scheme followed closely those 
prescribed by the founder, except that in addition to the original qualifications for an almshouse, 
applicants must now be persons who, from age, ill-health, accident or infirmity, were unable to maintain 
themselves by their own exertions. By the year 1894, the number of non-official trustees had dropped to 
three. 
 

From a report to the House of Commons on endowed charities in the parish of Barwick-in-Elmet, 
dated August 1896, we learn that the almshouses were effectually shut off from the school by a high wall 
and that the buildings themselves were "better found than is usual in the West Riding." In the same report 
it is stated that water was led into each house although this was not so originally. When the school was 
enlarged in 1885, by the addition of a classroom at the rear (described elsewhere in this account), the 
well which had previously provided the almspeople with water, was covered by the new building. Other 
arrangements were then made with the assistance of the local authority. Some years ago, workmen 
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laying a new floor in the school, uncovered the well, which was found to be thirty feet deep and had water 
in it to a depth of fifteen feet. As its position is approximately under the centre of the classroom, it was, 
needless to say, carefully re-covered with large stone slabs! 

The enlargement of the school, with an increased number of children, meant that the playground 
space was inadequate and in 1908 as a result of pressure from the West Riding Education Authority, the 
almshouses' walls at the rear of the premises were knocked down to provide more playing 
accommodation. 

The School House, which is larger than the others, having three rooms and a kitchen, compared with 
two rooms and a kitchen of the others, was used by the school from time to time for various types of 
activities. A log-book entry for 1913 refers to the girls using the house for cookery, laundry and house-
wifery. It was also used by the boys for light woodwork. The two end houses, whilst having no more 
rooms than the others are slightly larger. Mr. J. L. Crossland, whose death occured in 1951, and who will 
be remembered by many in Roundhay, was the last schoolmaster to occupy the house. Since his death 
the School House has been occupied by a succession of Vergers. 

A feature of the story of the almshouses is, that for well over a hundred years, no important structural 
alterations or additions were made. During 1961 however, the first break in this run was made, when, 
during a change in vergership, a bath and hot water geyser were added to the School House. This was 
followed by a much more ambitious addition when, in 1962 and 1964, the Church Council, with the aid of 
a grant from the local authority was able to improve four of the six almshouses. These improvements 
consisted of the addition of a bathroom with a toilet included and the cost of the first two, completed early 
in 1963, was £1,486.7.2., of which the Corporation paid £796. Early in 1964 the work on the third and 
fourth almshouses was begun, to be followed on their completion in September of that year by the 
alterations to the school. The cost of improving almshouses three and four was £1,975.13.2. and this time 
the grant from the Corporation was £800. 

Early in 1968 the improvements to the remaining two almshouses were carried out at a total cost of 
£2,500 

 
 

St. John's School 
 

No school records appear to have been kept before 1868. The earliest official date referring to the 
age of the school occurs in the House of Commons report on endowed charities in the parish of Barwick-
in-Elmet, to which we have already referred. After describing the building as one long stone building 
comprising the almshouses, school and master's house, the school in the centre, it goes on to say that 
the building "is said to have been erected by Stephen Nicholson in 1834." Some opinions put the date of 
the opening of the school earlier than this, but there is no official confirmation. 

The list of schools in England and Wales recognised on 1 st January, 1906, as voluntary schools, 
states that Roundhay School had a scheme or document dated the 21st November, 1837. 

A footnote on the entry states:— 

"By a deed of 21st November 1837 Stephen Nicholson conveyed to trustees an almshouse and 
school built by him and £4,500 Consols on trust, so far as the school was concerned, that it should be 
used for poor children. No child to be admitted whose parents would prevent its attendance at Roundhay 
Church andthe Sunday School to be carried on therein. The Trustees (who were also managers) and the 
teachers to be members of the Church of England." Poor children referred to were to be the children of 
parents who lived in the parishes of Roundhay, Chapel Allerton, Shadwell, Potternewton and Seacroft, to 
be nominated by the Trustees or the schoolmaster or mistress. The head of the school was to be a man 
who could occupy the master's house, rent free, and he was to have a wife or sister living with him 
qualified to teach. Income from the £4,500 should be applied towards keeping the property in good repair, 
supplying coal for the school room and master's house, providing school furniture and books and all other 
necessary expenses. A sum of £60 was to be paid to the master per annum, the mistress to receive £7 
likewise. 

From the earliest days 'school pence' were payable by the children, the amounts varying with the age 
of the child. In February 1868 classes 1 and 2 paid 3d. per week, class 3 paid 2d. class 4 paid 1^d. and 
class 5 paid 1d. There are several references in an early log-book to children being sent home, for not  
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having paid their school pence. This system of payment continued until April 1904, when the school 
came under the jurisdiction of the West Riding County Council. Attendance at Sunday School appears to 
have been insisted upon, for in August 1868 the headmaster sent several children home for not having 
attended Sunday School on the previous day. 

The first headmaster of the school was Charles Milner, described as "clerk and schoolmaster," who 
died in October, 1835, and whose grave can be seen in the old section of the graveyard. He was 
succeeded by John Taylor, who survived until November 1846. Messrs. Prentis and Sellers followed, but 
it is to their successor, Isaac Wilkinson that we owe much of our knowledge of life at St. John's School 
one hundred years ago. His log-book started in February 1868, and from that time onwards there is a 
continuous history of events in the school up to this day. 

Isaac Wilkinson was assisted by his wife, who looked after the domestic science side of the girls' 
education. Other help came from a series of pupil teachers. In those early days the Nicholson family took 
a great interest in the affairs of the school, Mrs. Nicholson sending in articles for sewing and almost daily 
visits were made by the Misses G. and F. Nicholson, who helped with such varied subjects as Catechism, 
Reading, Arithmetic and Scripture. 

The total gross income from the Trust amounted to £125.15s., of which the school's share was 
£63.15s and it was one of the duties of the headmaster to render a monthly account of money spent on 
the school. A typical account is the one for the month of April 1891, which reads as follows:— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      The earliest Report on the school is for December 1871, which states that the children presented for 
examination passed very fairly in all subjects, but that too many were withdrawn from examination who 
were qualified by attendance, and that as no time-table was in use for the earlier part of the time for 
which a grant was claimed, no grant could be given. 

The Report for 1876 reprimands the Managers for not taking sufficient interest in the school, not one 
of them having been present for the last three inspections. 
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Local 'feasts' appear to have had a great influence on school attendance. In August 1872, we find 
that the attendance in the first three classes was very thin, several of the children being away at feasts in 
the neighbourhood with their parents. The schoolmaster too seems to have required only a slight excuse 
to close the school, for a note for November 1874 tells of a visit by H. M. I. FitzMaurice, who 
unfortunately discovered that the school had been closed, "in consequence of the master's child being in 
measles." 

The Nicholson family continued to take an active interest in the affairs of the school, buying prizes for 
the best scholars and paying for an annual 'treat' in Roundhay Park. On one of these occasions in August 
1875 the children met in school at 1.30 and proceeded into the Park, where games were played, for 
which prizes were given—"balls and toys of various descriptions." Later the children returned to the 
school where a "capital tea" was served,followed by a visit from the Vicar the Rev. Mr. Davis, Mrs. and 
Miss Davis, Mrs. Kitson and children together with several other ladies. A further visit to the Park was 
made, where once again small prizes for games were provided by Mr. Nicholson. Finally before 8 o'clock, 
"all returned to school, when, after each child receiving a bun, and having given cheers for Mr. Nicholson 
for providing such a good treat, and for the ladies who had waited on and helped to entertain them, they 
were dismissed." 

Criticism of the lack of accommodation for the infants in the school, with a subsequent loss of grant 
from the Education Department in Whitehall, continued throughout the 1870's until, in 1879, the 
managers were asked by the Department if they were prepared to provide an extra classroom. An 
affirmative reply was received, and Whitehall offered to submit plans for the room to the Education 
Department's architect. Mr. Davis the incumbent, and Mr. Armitage, one of the trustees, devised a plan 
for enlarging the school by building two new classrooms. This plan came to nothing although favoured by 
Mr. Armitage and when the plan was finally submitted in October 1882, it incorporated an idea for 
additional accomodation for the headmaster in the form of a bedroom above the proposed new infants' 
room. This plan was turned down on the grounds that the classroom would be too low and that a 
suggested outside corridor connecting the master's house to the bedroom would cut off some light to the 
classroom. That part of the scheme referring to the master's bedroom was now abandoned, but 
additional space was still required. 

Isaac Wilkinson died in April 1880, and was succeeded by Mr. T. W. Morris, whose appointment was 
for a trial period of two months. If, at the end of that period his work was considered satisfactory by the 
managers, it was to be made a permanent appointment. The late schoolmaster's widow was to continue 
to superintend the sewing. Mr. Morris's appointment was made permanent in May of that year, but in July 
Mrs. Wilkinson took up an appointment under the Leeds School Board. Mr. and Mrs. Morris moved into 
the school house and Mrs. Morris took over the sewing duties. 

For the next two years reports continued to be unsatisfactory, chiefly on account of the inadequate 
accommodation and in April 1882, Mr. Morris resigned. He was followed by Mr. J. P. Harris, who was 
destined to see not only changes in the structure of the school, but also in the administration of the Trust. 
The first moves in the latter had taken place about the time of Isaac Wilkinson's death, when Mr. W. J. 
Armitage, the Trustee already mentioned, consulted a firm of London solicitors as to the steps necessary 
to hand over the Trust to the Charity Commissioners. In the following February the Charity 
Commissioners were informed by the solicitors that it was the intention of the Trustees to hand over to 
them. After a great deal of correspondence between the two parties concerned, the Trustees were finally 
discharged from their duties and new ones appointed. The new Trustees were, the Vicar, Rev. T. Davis, 
Mr. Henry Marshall Sykes and Mr. Henry Hudson. Soon after, it was felt that a new scheme for the 
administration of the trust should be drawn up. In August 1884, a new scheme was received from the 
Charity Commissioners. Messrs. Sykes and Marshall having expressed a desire to be relieved of their 
duties were replaced by five Non-Official, and two Ex-Officio Trustees, the latter two being the Vicar and 
Churchwarden. Under the new scheme the Charity Commissioners decided that six tenths of the funds 
set aside for education should be applied to Roundhay, the remaining four tenths to the parishes of 
Chapel Allerton, Shadwell and Potternewton. The respective Vicars of these four parishes had to deliver 
an annual account of their administration to the trustees, who, in their turn had to account to the 
Commissioners. 

The problem of more accommodation in the school was still of paramount importance, as the 
Educational Grant was still being withheld, and it was estimated that the sum of £250 was required to add 
an infant's room. It was proposed to obtain this sum by means of a voluntary subscription from the 
Ratepayers of Roundhay. At the same time it would be necessary to increase the annual income by £40, 
also from a voluntary rate. 
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      In a circular to the ratepayers these facts were pointed out, and at the same time the necessity of the 
rate being a voluntary one was stressed, otherwise the Educational Grant would be withheld. The 
Managers met in the school in March 1885, and evidently came to a decision concerning extra 
accommodation, for in the following month a contract was signed for the addition of an infants' room at 
the rear of the school. The building and plumbing were to be carried out by George Nettleton and Son for 
the sum of £135, and George Pickles was to be the joiner who would perform his share of the work for 
£75. The contract was to be completed in 16 weeks. A feature of the new room was a gallery at the far 
end extending about seven feet into the classroom, and rising by three or four steps to a height of just 
over three feet at the wall. The gallery remained until November 1908, when it was removed to give more 
room for the exercises and games of the infants. Like the main building, the new room was heated by 
means of an open fireplace, built in the centre of the east wall of the room. This form of heating continued 
for many years, augmented by some small gas heaters. 

    The building having started in April 1885, in the following month, those ratepayers who had promised 
to help, contributed one shilling in the pound on the rental and with the help of this rate the building was 
completed and in use in October of the same year. There were 32 names on the voluntary rate list of 
1885. Five years later the school was still not paying its way. A further circular to the ratepayers in 1890 
asked for a 6d. rate to help to pay off a deficiency of £250 and an annual loss of £50 on the running of the 
school. The list of ratepayers in December of that year consisted of 116 names and the total rateable 
value involved amounted to £8,260. Six similar appeals were launched between 1894 and 1903, various 
rates being requested and various reasons being given for the requests, the chief one being that the 
Education Act was not due to operate until 1904 in the West Riding. 

    The reports on the school had improved greatly towards the end of the 1880's, a higher merit grant 
being now recommended regularly. Mr. Harris died in November 1891. He was succeeded by Mr. J. L. 
Crossland in January of the following year, the intervening two months being filled by a Mr. James 
Famish. 

     In his letter of application, Mr. Crossland, who was teaching in Leeds, stated that he would "like a 
place in the country." 

     By the Board of Education Act 1899 the jurisdiction of the Charity Commissioners, in matters relating 
to education, was transferred to the Board, but it was not until 1904 that the West Riding Education 
Authority took control. From the 1st April of that year 'School Fees' were discontinued completely. The 
Vicar's notes in the Church Magazine of November 1891 tell us that a recent Parliamentary measure 
practically relieved the parents of children attending Elementary Schools from the payment of School 
Fees. To those schools which accepted the scheme, a grant of 10s. per child was made in place of the 
money derived from the children's weekly fees. In some cases this would mean a heavy loss. In the case 
of St. John's school the managers had avoided any loss by keeping on a penny fee in classes 1 and 2, in 
place of the 3d. or 4d. Hitherto paid. 

    In the same article the Vicar urged those parents who ceased to pay the fees, to continue to give the 
money to the children, so that they could take it to the nearest Savings Bank. The nearest Bank in this 
case was probably in the school itself, where the Yorkshire Penny Bank had a branch every Monday 
evening from 7.30 to 8 o'clock. Incidentally the Vicar did not miss this opportunity of giving his 
parishioners a short extra sermon on the subject of thrift! 

    It was suggested in a report for October 1908, that the managers should consider erecting a screen in 
the 'main' room, also enlarging the playground. At the same time it was thought that the gallery in the 
infants' room should be removed. This was carried out within two months, butthe managers objected to 
the erection of a screen, on the grounds that it would prevent the room from being used for concerts etc., 
it being the only public building in the township of Roundhay. They were, however, willing to meet the 
West Riding architect to discuss the matter but were informed that the Committee's architect could not be 
allowed to advise in the case of a non-provided school. The question of the screen was left in abeyance 
for the time being, but, as mentioned earlier, the playground was enlarged. 

    In 1910 a plan was drawn up for additional rooms in what is now the Verger's House with a new class-
room behind it. This idea was deferred pending likely extensions of the Leeds boundary and the plan was 
never carried out. The Leeds boundary was soon extended and in November 1912 the school came 
under the Leeds Education Authority. For the next sixteen years life at St. John's School continued on a  
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very even keel. The Great War of 1914-18 appears to have had little impact. In fact, in the pages of the 
log-book covering those years it is only mentioned briefly on three occasions. 

One of these references is for October 1917, and refers to the collection, by the scholars, of eleven 
stones eleven pounds of horse chestnuts in answer to a Government appeal. They were apparently 
required for munitions and their collection allowed the release of grain for the people. 

Mr. Crossland retired in November 1928, after serving as Headmaster for 37 years, an undoubtedly 
great period of service. He was succeeded by Mr. W. Baynes-Smith—also destined to serve for a long 
time. 

The division of the main room, first suggested in 1908, was finally brought about in 1934, when a 
movable glass screen was erected. According to the headmaster, everyone realised during the first week, 
what a great improvement it was. 

Although the playground had been enlarged in 1908, it had never been properly surfaced and 
consisted mostly of gravel, which must have damaged a great number of knees over the years! This fault 
was remedied however, in 1941, when the playground was asphalted. 

When World War II broke out in September, 1939, the children were instructed to stay at home until 
they received further instructions and the school remained closed until November 27th. Even then attend-
ance was not compulsory. Meanwhile, the staff were engaged on evacuation work, and later in food 
control. In the event of an air raid during school hours, the children were to be taken into the cellars of the 
Vicarage, which had been strengthened for further protection. 

As a consequence of the 1944 Education Act and the re-organisation resulting from it, in 1947 the 
School became a Junior Mixed and Infants' School, but still maintained its aided status. In the following 
year Mr. Baynes-Smith retired after 20 years' service in the school, and was succeeded by Mr. N. S. 
Blakey. In September 1950, central heating was introduced into the School, making it possible to 
dispense with the open fires which had served for so long. 

After two years Mr. Blakey left, and in October 1950 his successor Mr. G. D. Webster the present 
Headmaster took over. The number of children on roll at that time was under 80, but the increase in the 
number of houses in the immediate neighbourhood of the school soon brought the number well over the 
one hundred mark, where it has remained ever since. 

When the second phase of the alterations to the almshouses was decided upon by the Church 
Council, it was agreed that some improvements to the school should be undertaken at the same time. 
After a meeting in school, in which officials from the Church, the Leeds Education Authority and the 
Ministry of Education joined, a plan was drawn up which included a kitchen with modern facilities, indoor 
cloakrooms and toilets for the children and an 'activity' space. Also included was a Headmaster's room 
and a staff toilet. At the same time, movement about the school was made more easy by the formation of 
a corridor joining the two new structures. When the central heating system was installed in 1950 the coke 
boiler had to stand in the main classroom, causing a great deal of unnecessary dirt and fumes in the 
room. It was felt that now was the time to put in a new form of heating, so a gas-heated, thermostatically 
controlled boiler was included in the plan. This stands in an out-house behind the headmaster's room. 

By September 1964, the necessary classroom alterations were completed and the kitchen, 
cloakrooms and toilets were in use by the following January. Work started immediately on the 
headmaster's room and the staff toilet and by May of that year all improvements had been completed. 
The Ministry of Education grant towards the school alterations amounted to £5,800, exclusive of fees, 
£250 was received from the diocese, and £50 from the Leeds Church Schools Foundation. The rest of 
the total cost amounting to £1,072 was found by the Church Council. 

Some interesting sidelights on the way the people lived almost a century ago have already been 
mentioned. The following extracts from the log-books of those early days are in some cases quite 
amusing, and in others rather pathetic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



35 

 
1868   February 4th, A little boy got his arm fast between two boards—had to send for the joiner to get 
             it out        
1868       February 18th, Wrote to some of the schools in Leeds to see if we could be supplied with a pupil 

teacher. 
1868 June 17th, The children cleaned the school in the afternoon. 
1869 February 2nd, Catechism not learned properly by some of the children. 
1870 March 29th, Examination of the school by the Misses Nicholson. 
1871 February 6th, Re-admitted Emily Merchant, to the school, she had been kept at home more 

than a year to nurse. Mrs. Nicholson sent a quantity of work for the girls. 
1871 November 29th, Good attendance—some of the children away 'pulling' turnips. 
1872 June 27th, Thin attendance. A great many children away in the hay fields. 
1872    August 20th, Several of the children are away at feasts in the neighbourhood with their parents. 
1875       June 12th, One of the boys paid 1^d. for breaking a window. 
1875 December 18th, Caroline Thorne to be engaged as monitor at the rate of £5 per year. 
1876 May 4th, closed school at 3.45 as some of the elder boys are to clean the windows. 
1877 September 4th, Cross Gates flower show—several children absent in the afternoon. 
1877 November 22nd, No school in the afternoon—preparing the room for a Missionary Meeting and 

Sacred Concert in the evening. 
1878 February 9th, school closed this week, on account of measles being so prevalent, and until 

Monday March 11th, (When school did re-open the M.O.H. for the district would not allow any 
child to enter without a certificate of health. One parent wrote saying he did not intend getting a 
certificate!) 

1880       August 3rd, the infant boys made their first attempt at knitting. 
1880 November 10th Leeds Fair; the attendance is not good. 
1881 November 23rd, closed school for the remainder of this week and next on account of the fever. 
1886 February 25th I gave a lesson on the 'Elephant' to the infants before the pupil teacher. 
1887 May 6th, the scholars worked hard and the teachers likewise. 
1887     October 10th T. P. Brocklehurst Esq., Manager, allowed Mr. Gribben, a blind person, this 

morning to give the scholars an illustration of his Reading and Arithmetical powers with which 
they were much pleased and surprised. 

1890       October 6th, poetical extracts selected for recitation in the several classes in English:— 

Standard 1 The Voice of Spring. 
,,       2 Casabianca. 
,,       3 Wreck of the Hesperus. 

Standard 4/5 Bruce and the Spider. 
,,       ,, Village Blacksmith or The Switzer's Wife. 
,,       6/7 Bruce and the Spider. 
,,      „ Village Blacksmith or the Switzer's Wife. 

,,      ,, Love of Country. 

1893 October 30th, a copy of the Income and Expenditure has been posted on the door of the school. 
1894 May 20th, John Thackray was sent out this afternoon for talking. He refused to hold out his 

hand, I gave him two or three strokes on the shoulders. He then shouted out 'stop it!' so I then 
gave him a good thrashing, and although he tried to kick me, I got the better of him and then 
told him to take his cap and go home. He is over 15 years and in st. 7. 
May 22nd John Thackray came to school this morning with a letter from his father. He said he 

              was very sorry for his disobedience and that he would endeavour to behave himself in future. 
1898       June 20th a number of children absent at Barnum's procession in Leeds.  
1900       March 1st,this morning at 10.45, we received from the Post Office, news that Ladysmith had 
              been relieved. We gave three cheers for General Buller and then had recreation till 11.10.  
1900       May 21st, Today there is a whole holiday in honour of the Relief of Mafeking the news of which 

arrived last Friday night late.  
1902       June 1st, Peace  proclaimed. A half holiday this afternoon. 
1904 February 2nd. A holiday for the day,to enable the County Council Architect to make measure- 

ments and plan of school and out-buildings. 
     1905   October 20th, Tomorrow being the Nelson Centenary, I gave a lesson on Nelson and his 
                    victories.   
     1907        November 20th, a bad day. Had the gas lit all the afternoon it was so dark. 
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1908      April 30th, a terribly wet day, raining all day.  
 

1908      May 1st, A beautiful day, the sun shining all day. 
 

1910   July 27th, A number of children were absent to-day, they went to the Agricultural Show at 
              Roundhay. 
      
1912      January 12th, I was called away from school this morning to attend the enquiry re the Leeds 
   Extension Scheme. 
  

1912 February 2nd. It has been snowing all night, the roads are almost impassable and only 20 
children have turned up, 12 boys and 8 girls. 

 

1912  November 8th, Today is the last day under the West Riding Education Authority, the Leeds 
Authority taking us into its area. 

 

1914  May 4th, I took 34 children to the Leeds Museum this afternoon for the lecture by Mr. Crowther 
on 'By Still Waters'. 

 

1916  June 9th, We should have stopped this afternoon for the Whitsuntide Holidays, but in con-
sequence of the Govt., asking the munition workers to forego their holiday it was thought better to 
continue in the schools. 

 

1916  November 29th, Several children away to-day owing to being up late last night in consequence of 
a Zepp Raid. 

 

1920  June 9th. Having at last secured a portion of a field for the teaching of cricket, I took the first 
class this afternoon for the initial lesson. 

 

1920 June 16th. We are having a half-holiday today for a Gymkhana in Beckett's Park in aid of the 
Teachers' Charities. 

 

1921 January 31st Margaret Fryer was taken to hospital suffering from Diphtheria this morning. She 
was at school last week up to Friday afternoon. I sent for the disinfecting spray but it could not be 
used as it was out of order. The disinfection was carried out with a garden syringe. 

 

1921  May 24th. Empire Day—The lessons during the day bore upon the day. In the afternoon songs 
and recitations were given suitable for the day, followed by saluting the Flag and concluding with 
the National Anthem. 

 

1921 November 14th. Sent in today £2.0s.1d., to the fund of 'Boots for the Bairns', the result of a 
         collection from the scholars and teachers, also two parcels of clothing for the same fund. 
 

1926 May 3rd. A general strike in support of the miners was called for midnight tonight. 
 

1926  May 13th. The general strike was called off last night after lasting 10 days. 
 

1926  July 8th. The school is closed tomorrow (Friday), for a holiday to mark the Tercentenary of 
Leeds. The pageant takes place in the Roundhay Park the same day. 

 

1928      November 16th. After 37 years service at this school, today brings it to an end, in 
accordance with the Teacher's Superannuation Act. 

 

1929 April 26th. A collection of new laid eggs for the Leeds hospitals has been made in school this 
week, 165 eggs have been collected. 

 

1932  Sept. 26th. A wireless set has been presented to the school by the father of one of the senior 
   pupils, and this year a certain number of Broadcasts are to be followed, as an experiment. 
 

1935  May 6th. The school was closed today, as it was a Bank Holiday in celebration of the King's  
Silver Jubilee. 

 

1938 February 14th. This morning the Headmaster took 12 pupils to Roundhay Park, in order to plant   
trees, in celebration of the Coronation of Their Majesties King George Vlth and Queen Elizabeth. 
September 30th. Owing to a threatened European War Air-Raid Precautions to teachers have 
been given at the Thoresby High School. 
 

1939 April 3rd. A meeting of parents was held at the school, this evening, to consider the evacuation of 
school children in time of war. 
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1939      August 29th. Last Thursday evening (Aug. 24th) in view of the grave international situation, a 
             broadcast government announcement instructed all teachers to return from their holidays.        

1939       September 1st and 2nd. Staff engaged on 2nd Day evacuation. 

              September 3rd. (Sunday) England and France declared war on Germany. 

1939       October 10th. Staff engaged on Food Control at Leeds Modern School, Lawnswood. 

1939 November 27th. This school re-opened this morning, having remained closed since the declara-
tion of war. Attendance is not compulsory, but 97 scholars attended today. 

1940 January 22nd. Severe frost over the weekend, (over 20 degrees of frost.) The water supply to 
the school is frozen up. 

1943  September 10th. In connection with a national effort, the scholars have collected 1,528 books 
for salvage. 

1943  September 29th. Acting Squadron Leader David Linley, R.A.F. (who was a pupil of this school 
1931-1935) has been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross while operating in the Middle 
East. 

1943  October 22nd. Flight Lieut. Haywood Sam Hartley (a pupil in the school 1928-32, when he pro-
ceeded to the Leeds Grammar School having gained an exhibition from this school), has been 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his services in Bomber Command. 

1945  May 8th and 9th. School closed on these two days which were observed as 'Victory in Europe 
(V.E.) days.' 

1945  December 18th. A Cine projector has been presented to the school, and this afternoon a two-
reel film from the C.P.R., showing life on one of its trains, was exhibited. 

1947 March 17th. During the afternoon, while the children were in school, part of the wall retaining 
the Vicarage garden collapsed into the school yard. The matter was reported at once to the 
Chairman of the School Managers. 

1948 October 29th. Mr. W. Baynes-Smith retired today after 20 years' service in this school. 

1948 November 8th. Mr. N. S. Blakey commenced his duties as headmaster. 

1949 School surveyed with regard to installing a sink and a gas geyser for school meals. 

1950 October 20th. After today Mr. Blakey takes up a fresh appointment at St. Luke's Beeston, and is 
succeeded by Mr. Webster of Bramley. 

1951 September 4th. Total now on roll, 89, Miss J. Styring joined the Staff as a Nursery Class 
Assistant. 

1952 March 12th. The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Leeds Colonel and Mrs. Tetley, paid an 
official visit to the school this morning. The Chief Inspector for schools in Leeds, Mr. William 
Taylor, accompanied them. 

1953 September 8th. Miss Bennett, a newly-trained infant teacher, has joined the staff, the number 
now on roll is 110. 

1956 January 8th. During the fuel shortage, to ease the burden on Public Transport, the following 
school hours will be kept: 

Morning     9.30   — 12.30  
Afternoon  2.00   —   3.50 Infants  
Afternoon  2.00   —   4.20 Juniors 

1957 September 16th. Over 20 children absent today, chiefly due to the 'Flu epidemic. 

1957 September 20th. 50% of the school absent today. 

1958 January 27th. Overnight, a section of the school wall, containing the Vicarage garden, collapsed 
into the playground. The fact was reported to the Vicar and the Education Office and repairs are 
to start at once. 

1960  May 6th. Holiday today to celebrate the wedding of H.R.H. Princess Margaret to Anthony 
Armstrong-Jones. 

1962  February 2nd. Miss Backhouse, a teacher and C.M.S. link with St. John's, spent an hour with us 
this morning, telling of her life in Nigeria. 
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1962 April 9th. The school has been supplied with an Aldis Projector. 

 

1963 April 9th. A conference was held in school today to decide on the most suitable plan for kitchen 
and toilet improvements. 

 

1964      July 22nd. School closes today for the Summer Holidays—two days early because, the Head- 
master, Mrs. Webster and 19 children are going to Ireland tomorrow for a week's holiday. They 
are joining a party from St. George's C. of E. School. 

1964 September 9th. Workmen started the new extension today. 

1965       January 15th. The new kitchen, cloakrooms and toilets are in use from today. 

February 4th. The new vicar of St. John's, the Rev. G. C. Wood, paid his first visit to the school 
this morning. All being well he will pay a regular Wednesday morning visit from now on. 

1965 March 22nd. The headmaster attended a meeting at Roundhay Mansion, called by Mr. Stanley 
Burton, to discuss a scheme for the inter-change of drawings and painting between children of 
various countries. 

1966 September 6th. Several children from the Ring Road area have left the school to attend the new 
Whinmoor C. of E. School. 

1967 May 25th. Mr. Wicksteed, who has been supervising the students from the Leeds College of 
Education, and was First Mate of the 'Mayflower' on its historic voyage ten years ago, gave a 
talk to the Juniors this morning illustrating it with many coloured slides. The children were most 
interested. 

June 7th. A company of students from Leeds University performed 'Hansel and Gretel' before  
the whole school this afternoon. They were directed by Mr. M. Banham, Fellow in Drama at the 
University, and the father of two of our scholars. 

1967      July 21st. Miss O. Mawson, who retires next week, after 21 years service at St. John's School, 
was presented with a cheque for £34 on behalf of the Staff, scholars and past and present 
pupils, the St. John's Church Council and many other well-wishers. Mr. F. Birch, a School 
Manager, who made the presentation, was accompanied by Mrs. Birch; others present included 
the Vicar, Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Wood, Mrs. Webster, Mr. N. S. Blakey and Mrs. F. Bulmer. 

 

     Family Memorials 
 

The Church preserves several memorials of its Patrons, including mural tablets to the memory of 
Thomas, Stephen and William Nicholson and their wives respectively, whose remains are interred in the 
vaults beneath the Church. The earliest tablet bears the inscription:— 

"Sacred to the memory of Thomas Nicholson of Roundhay Park, who died 14th January 1821 aged 
56 years; to whom the township of Roundhay is primarily indebted for the erection of this church, 
which has been built and endowed in furtherance of his benevolent intention. Also of Elizabeth, wife 
of the above who died February 8th 1833 aged 66 years. 

Other memorials include:— 

NAVE—NORTH WALL 

1. Frances Margaret Forster of Tynemouth, Northumberland, died 10th April 1838. 
Her daughter Mary Anne Sidmouth, died 4th July 1851. 

William John Forster died 1st July 1858. 

2. Samuel Scott Stanley of Grove House, Roundhay, died 27th February 1927. 

3. John Cadman, eldest son of Thomas and Ann Cadman of Sheepscar, died 26th January 1830. Also 
Sarah his daughter who died at the age of 11 months and whose remains were moved from Mill Hill 
Chapel in 1830 and placed with her brother in the family vault below the Church. 

4. Robert Hudson of Roundhay, died 7th April 1863. Also his wife Elizabeth who died at Scarborough 
6th November 1889. 
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5. A plate commemorates Edward Hudson of Lady Well House, who died 21st September 1862, placed 
by his grandson Robert John Hudson. 

 

NORTH TRANSEPT 

6. Edwin Smith of Acomb, York, formerly resident in the Parish, died 25th September 
1851. For several years a magistrate for the West Riding of the County. 

7. Anne Cooper, Died 10th March 1842 and John Cooper, died 17th January 1870, 
of Roundhay, late of Gledhow Hall. 

8. A plate below the stained glass window in the transept to Alfred Edward Ives, 
Alderman of the City of Leeds, of Greystones, Roundhay, died 21st April 1934. 

9. Brass Crucifix 42 inches high in memory of John Burton died 1869 and Elizabeth 
his wife, died 1857 

 

CHANCEL 

10. William Nicholson Nicholson, died September 19
th
 1868. Martha Nicholson his 

wife, died August 26th 1871. 

11. Stephen Nicholson of Roundhay Park, died 25th February 1858. 

Sarah Nicholson, died 20th August 1871 

12. Above the organ a brass plate, "For the Praise and Glory of God this organ is dedicated by James 

 Kitson of Elmete Hall, Easter 1885."  

 

SOUTH TRANSEPT 

13. A plate in memory of Francis Reginald Kitson, M.A. Cantab., Son of James and 
Elizabeth Kitson of Elmete Hall in the Parish of Barwick-in-Elmete, died 27th 
January MDCCCXCV 

14. Ellen Beatrice Berry, died 16th February 1947. 

Albert Edward Berry, died 4th January 1958. 

15. Sarah Darnton, wife of Darnton Lupton died April 4th 1834 

Kate Schunck, only daughter of the above, died May 16th 1913. 

16. Darnton Lupton. Erected by his daughter, died 11
 
December1873. 

 

NAVE—SOUTH WALL 

17. John Milner Marris of Manchester, died 6th September 1834. 

Grace Marris, wife of Francis Marris of Roundhay, died 13th October 1835.  

Francis Marris of North Hill, Roundhay, died 15th May 1838. 

Martha Stocks, niece of the above, died 25th February 1868. 

18. Joshua Burton of Roundhay, died 31st January 1867. 

Elizabeth, his wife, died 23rd August 1869.   

19. James Cooper, died 18th August 1830. 

Harriet Cooper, died 18th April 1831.  

Elizabeth Cooper, mother of the above, died 15th April 1831. 

David Cooper of Shadwell Grange, son of John and Elizabeth Cooper, died 1st February 1858.  

THE WAR MEMORIAL 

On the East wall, forming a reredos, are panels containing full length representations (from north to 
south) of St. Alban, St. George, St. John, St. Martin, St. Oswald and St. Wolfstan, in fine mosaic. All the 
figures have the same facial features. Across the top is the inscription, "Greater Love hath no man than 
this that a man lay down his life for his friend." 

    Emblems of the passion are interposed between each panel. 

     Two tablets, one on the north wall and one on the south of the sanctuary, each bear the inscription, 
"These men of Roundhay died for their country 1914-1919," followed by these names. 
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 North Wall      South Wall   

 

Alfred Issott      Ernest Leckenby 
Kenneth Hill Ives     William Holder 
Albert Crowther      Ronald Lupton 
Cuthbert Hartnell     George Crossley 
William Anthony Fawcett    Derrick Ives 
James Beckwith      Harry Chapman 
Edwin Arthur Carlton     Charles Edward Chapman                                                                               
Frank Stevenson      Arthur Victor Gamble 
John Stewart Morton           Richard Royston Fairbrother  
James Hawthorn Simpson     Frank Dimbleby 
Edmund Tate       Harry Jefferson 
William Edward Lambert      Charles Roger Lupton 
Benson Walker       Jesse Beecham 
Thomas Galloway        James William Taylor 
Frederick C. Blakeman-Dawson     Reginald Rumsey 
John Bernard Hemsworth     Herbert Worrall 
Charles Brigden Refitt      Alfred Cuckson 
Arthur Chamberlayne      James Linfoot 
Arthur Ralphs       Frank Burton James 
John Ward       Thomas Henry 
Clifford Pink         Thomas Henry Bairstow 

 

 

 

 

 

     The memorial to those who fell in the Second World War consists of a bronze plaque placed on the 
south wall near the organ. It bears the following inscriptions. 

"These men of Roundhay died for their country 1939-45' 

 
R. G. Barr R.N.V.R.      J. G. D. Bunker R.A.F.  
V. Green R.A.F      T. A. Hemmingway R.A.F.  
S. Leister R.E.M.E.      C. Myers R.A.F. 

     S. R. Schofield R.A.F. 
 

 

Adornments 
 

1. The Altar Cross 

Brass with rope border on shaped oblong base with claw feet, 28 inches high. The figure of a 
lamb is engraved at the intersection and at the rear of the base it is inscribed, "To the Glory of 
God and in Loving Memory of Elizabeth Reece Ellershaw. 1912." 

2. The Triptych 

The centre painting gives the resurrection of Our Lord from the tomb which is sealed and 
guarded by two sleeping soldiers (Matt.xxvii, 66). On the left is the "Touch Me not" of our Risen 
Lord to the weeping Mary, (John xx, 17). On the right is represented the glad news, "He is not 
here; he is risen" proclaimed by the angel, (Mark xvi, 6). 

The left wing contains two paintings, the outer one representing members of the Heavenly Choir, 
the inner one the three sorrowing Marys, (John xix, 25). The two paintings on the right wing show 
Our Lord in the act of blessing the bread at the last supper, (Matt, xxvi, 26) and more of the 
Heavenly Choir. 

Below the paintings are five small shields, each containing a symbol of the trial and crucifixion. They are, 
from left to right, a crown of thorns, nails, thongs, whip, spear and sponge crossed. 

It was the gift of Mr. Hawthorn Kitson in 1888. 
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3. The Lectern 

Made of heavy brass, the reading stand is in the form of an eagle with incised moulded 
decoration, mounted on a globular ball with turned pillar, circular step base on four feet. Height 5 
feet 7 inches. At the base is the following inscription:— 
"To the Glory of God and to the dear memory of Francis Lupton who died 20th May 1884 aged 70 
years." 

4. The Pulpit 

The pulpit is of carved oak with arcaded carved panels and raised reading stand with brass 
framed reading lamp and desk hanging. It is mounted on a circular formed stone reeded pillar 
plinth with octagonal base, carved acanthus in high relief. Overall it is 7 feet 8 inches high. It was 
the gift of Mr. Henry Marshall Sykes in 1885. 

5. The Organ 

The organ is a two manual instrument with 24 stops. It was installed in 1885 with a hand pump. A 
mechanical blower was installed in 1938 and the whole instrument was largely rebuilt in 1951. 

6. The Font 

The font is of Caen stone, octagonal in shape with a lead lining. It has a carved vine and leaf 
design around the body, stands on a central pillar with four turned marble columns and rests on a 
shaped base. On each face of the octagon can be seen a symbol—the letter Alpha, three fishes, 
IHI (the Greek monogram for Jesus), a chalice, Omega, a dove, the Star of David and the Ark. At 
the base is a small brass plate inscribed:— 
"In loving memory of a father. This font was erected by his children." (In memory of the Rev. Thos. 
Davis). 
An oak cover bears the inscription, "In loving memory of Robert C. Taylor 1902-62, Civil Servant in 
Nigeria for 25 years. The Gift of his wife Beatrice." 
The brass ewer was presented by Mrs. C. M. Nettleton in memory of her husband Gilbert 
Nettleton, who died in March 1966. 

7. Altar Vases 

Altar Vases were presented as follows:— 
In memory of Vivian Mawson. Passed away 10.12.51. 
In memory of Margaret, born February 27th 1944, Died October 14th 1957. Dearly beloved 
daughter of Warrie and Louie Wood. 

8. Churchwarden’s Staves 

Two Churchwardens' Staves with circular brass plaques inscribed "Rev. T. L. Palmer, Vicar May 
1904 —September 1923. 
Two further staves one with a crown and mounted cross, the other with the Bishop's mitre 
(representing the temporal and spiritual authority) presented by Col. F. E. Tetley in 1964. 

9. Psalm Board 

A brass plate reads "To the Glory of God and in ever loving memory of our dear son, Sergeant 
Dennis Arthur Douthwaite R.A.F. V.R. Missing from operations May 10th 1942." 

 

The Windows 
 

 All the windows are in lancet style.  

The East Window 

      The East Window was erected in memory of William Nicholson. A brass plate in the north wall of the 
sanctuary is inscribed:—"To the memory of William Nicholson Nicholson of Roundhay Park who died 
September 19th 1868 aged 64 years. This window is placed by his affectionate widow and children." 

       The centre light portrays the crucifixion and below it is a picture of the last supper. The window on 
the left depicts the Adoration of the Magi and above this the baptism of Our Lord. The right-hand window 
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illustrates "He is risen" above which the Ascension is pictured.  
The artist is unknown. 

North Wall of Sanctuary 

       A single light portraying Mary, the mother of Jesus, the predominant colour being blue. At the bottom 

are the words:— 

"To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Fanny Thompson nee Thackeray." It was erected in 
1916. 

South Wall of Sanctuary 

A single light by Messrs. Kayll and Co., Leeds, showing the figure of the Apostle St. John. The 
inscription reads:— 

"To the Glory of God and the beloved memory of Henry Hudson. Born A.D. 1811. Died A.D. 1891." It 
was erected in 1893. 

South Transept (East). 

A single light, the theme of which is "The Good Samaritan." The lower part shows the Good 
Samaritan tending the wounded man and the inscription reads, "And when he saw him he had 
compassion." In the upper part the Good Samaritan is taking leave of the inn-keeper and the words read, 
"When I come again I will repay thee." Between the two pictures are St. Matthew and St. Mark from 
whose Gospels the words are taken. 

South Transept (Centre). 

A single light illustrating the raising of Jairus's daughter, "Weep not. She is not dead but sleepeth;" 
and the raising of Lazarus from the tomb, "Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again." 

In the upper part of the window, Mary is seen at the tomb and the inscription is "He is not here but is 
risen." 

South Transept (West). 

The theme of this window, which is in memory of David Cooper, is the sower and the harvest. In the 
lower part, "He that soweth good seed is the son of Man" is pictured and in the upper part the harvest is 
being gathered, "So shall it be at the end of the world." Between the two parts are pictures of St. Luke 
and St. John. 

North Transept (East). 

A single light "To the Glory of God and in loving memory of 2nd Lieutenant Tom Willey, 15th West 
Yorkshire Regiment, killed in France 1st July 1916." At the top are the words "Faithful unto death," below 
which a warrior is kneeling before his Lord with the inscription, "What saith my Lord unto his servant." In 
the lower part Our Lord is placing a crown upon the head of the returned warrior with the words, "Well 
done thou good and faithful servant." The Regimental Badge of the West Yorkshire Regiment is also 
depicted. 

North Transept (Centre). 

A single light with the theme "Pilgrim's Progress." In the lower part Christian is setting out on his 
journey; in the middle he is being fitted with armour whilst above he is in sight of the Celestial City with 
two angels coming out to meet him. The window was erected by Henry Hudson and his children in 
memory of Margaret Anne, his wife, who died October 5th 1860 aged 39 years, and of Edwin H. Hudson 
Lieutenant Royal Engineers, their second son who died August 12th 1870 aged 21 years. The window 
was erected at Christmas 1870. 

North Transept (West). 

A single light with the inscription, "In grateful and loving memory of Kenneth Hill Ives of the 8th West 
Yorkshire Regiment who died 9th December 1914 aged 22 years. Also of his brother Derrick Ives R.N. 
Sub-Lieutenant H.M. Submarine H.10. who died January 1918 aged 21 years. They died in the service of 
their country." 
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The words "Put on the whole armour of God" are illustrated by two young knights receiving "the shield of 
faith" and the "helmet of salvation" from an angel. 

In the lower part the two knights are standing with Our Lord behind and on the left a scroll reads, "The 
sword of the spirit" whilst on the right a similar scroll reads "Which is the sword of God." 

Between the two parts are the badges of the Royal Navy and the West Yorkshire Regiment held by 
two angels, whilst the whole is surmounted by a likeness of York Minister. 

This window was erected in 1936.  

Nave (South Wall). 

A single light, the subject of which is the aged Simeon blessing the infant Saviour in the Temple. He 
has taken the child from the mother's arms and is uttering the Nunc Dimitis, "Nunc Dimitis Servum tuum 
Domine Secundum Verbum Tuum in pace quia viderunt occuli mie salutem tuum" In the background 
stand Joseph and the aged prophetess Anna whilst in the foreground is a cage containing a pair of turtle 
doves brought for sacrifice. 

The window was designed and executed by Messrs. Heaton, Butler and Bayne, Londonandit was 
erected in 1889 "In affectionate remembrance of Thomas Davis M.A. Incumbent of this Church for forty-
eight years". 

Nave (South Wall, West). 

A single light showing Jesus receiving the children. It bears the inscription, "In memory of Lucy Helen 
Lupton and Robert Bertram Lupton." 

 

The Church Plate 
1. A George IV (1825) silver flagon, scrolled handle and thumb piece with inscription IHS in circle, the 
     base with scalloped border, 11½ inches high, made by John Bridge. 

2. A George IV (1824) silver paten with scalloped and reeded border on short stem with scalloped 
border. The centre with the inscription IHS, 8 inch circle, Made by John Bridge. 

3. A George IV (1824) silver chalice with knopped stem, the base with scalloped border inscribed IHS in 
 circle; the base inscribed ‘St John’s Roundhay’, 9¼  inches high, Made by John Bridge. 

4. A George II silver circular paten (1730) with reeded border on short stem, 5¼ inches diameter, 
 probably made by Edward Vincent. The Gift of Mrs. Penrose May in 1955. 

5. Plain silver chalice (1898) with knopped stem, and circular base, 7¼ inches high. 

 

6. A plain silver wine bottle (1903) with scrolled handle, scalloped border, the cover with a cross, 
 7 inches high. 

7. A modern silver circular wafer box and lid, 5 inches wide. 

 

8. A modern silver oblong wafer box and cover, 3 ¾ inches wide 

 

9. A set of six offertory plates with gadroon and shell borders, 10 inches wide 

 

For security the church plate is kept in safe custody and is not, therefore, available for display. 
 

LIST OF INCUMBENTS 
 

Ven. Archdeacon Musgrave  1826-1827               Rev. Thomas Liddesdale Palmer  1904-1923 

Rev. John Dodsworth            1827-1839   Rev. T. Noel Pearson     1923-1947 

Rev. Thomas Davis               1839-1887   Rev. James Mcintosh Scott    1948-1964 

Rev. Reginald Simpson         1887-1901    Rev. Gordon Cooper Wood    1965- 

Rev. Edward E. Ward            1901-1904 
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                                                           PAST PATRONS 

Mr. Stephen Nicholson Mrs. Varley 
Mrs. Stephen Nicholson Mr. James Kitson 
Mr. William Nicholson Mr. Hawthorn Kitson 
Mrs. William Nicholson Executors of Mr. Hawthorn Kitson 

 

                                                                        CURATES 

For many years past, St. John's Church has been without a curate. The following are the names of those, 

who, in turn assisted the Incumbent at various times in the earlier period. 

John Worgan Dew 1826 A. H. Powys 
H. Chorley J. C. Macredy 1875 
H. D. Williams E. C. Irwin 1877 
J. Winter W. Carson 1878 
E. A. Richardson 1859 Reginald Simpson 1879-88 
C. H. Drummond 1862 C. P. Morris 1889 
J. Seddons H. J. Allan 1895 
Archdale Taylor 

 

CHURCHWARDENS  

James Ernshaw Baker 1826 - 1827 William S. Sykes 1880 - 1881 
Edward Ellerton 1827 - 1836  1897 - 1899 
John Hardwick 1836 - 1841  1911 - 1912 

John Hartley 1841 - 1844 William C. Myers 1881 - 1882 
Robert Hudson 1844 - 1862 William H. Mallinson 1882 - 1886 
William Cadman 1862 - 1866 Theodore P. Brocklehurst 1886 - 1887 
Henry M. Sykes 1866 - 1871 John Hall 1887 - 1888 
William Ledgard 1871 - 1872  1912 - 1914 
James Kitson 1872 - 1876 William Lupton 1890 - 1891 
William H. Hardisty 1876 - 1880 Thomas Walker 1895 - 1897 

 
Two Wardens were elected annually from 1896. 

 
 

G. H. Findlay 1896 - 1897 Charles W. Lillie 1920 - 1925 
Wilson Hartnell 1897 - 1899 Frederick Swales 1921 - 1926 
 1901 - 1902 Thomas B. Johnson 1925 - 1929 
Thomas Oldroyd 1899 - 1904 J. R. Holton 1926 - 1927 
 1914 - 1916 Sefton Pomfret 1927 - 1929 
Charles J. Berry 1899 - 1901 Dr. Hoyland Smith 1930 - 1931 
Edward J. Silcock 1901 - 1904 W. A. Blackah 1930 - 1931 
 1909 - 1911 — Lawrence 1931 - 1932 
S. D. Crawford 1904 - 1905 D. H. S. Sanderson 1931 - 1933 
H. Seeker Walker 1904 - 1905 O. Smith 1932 - 1940 
George H. Findlay 1905 - 1906 G. Paley 1933 - 1934 
Richard Kilburn 1905 - 1906 G. W. Nettleton 1934 - 1944 
G. Dawson Ward 1906 - 1909 F. J. F. Curtis 1941 - 1948 
W. Penrose Green 1906 - 1911 Col. F. E. Tetley 1945 - 1963 
C. Harold Tetley 1911 - 1914 Peter H. Dobson 1949 - 1952 
H. Lionel Smith 1914 - 1915 W. B. Lindley 1953 - 1964 
George Adam Hart 1915 - 1918 J. W. L. Anderson 1963 -  
Frank Woodhead 1916 - 1917 F. S. Marshall 1964 - 1966 
William Herbert Scott 1917 - 1920 A. H. Marshall 1967 - 
George A. Cambell 1918 - 1920   
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Organists 
 
-----Middleton                              ---------------                      Gerald W. Pink  1919 
-----Ramsden   1861-1862   R. Mountain  1920-1949 
Miss  E. J. Davis  1862-1883   T.J. Longstaffe  1950-1955 
W. Tankard   1883    R. Crinall  1955-1957 
S Peckover   1884-1885   D. Woodger  1957-1958 
D. Fitton   1885-1888   J.D. Holroyd  1959-1961 
Alfred Broughton  1888-1890   Dr. E. Whiteman 1861 
Oswald Hudson   1890-1902   D.F.Webster  1962-1963 
Herbert Sowry   1902-1907   Dr. J. Forster  1963-1967 
Herbert C. Trotter  1908-1914   Malcolm Galloway 1967- 
Harry Pickard   1914-1918   
     

Vergers 
  

James Haiste  1826-1854  Samuel Winder  1906-1912 
William Reed  1854-1859  William Needham 1912-1914 
William Britton  1863   Thomas Whimpenny 1914-1915 
Martin handley  1863-1864  Alexander C. Bilton 1915-1920 
Thomas Hawkins 1864-1876  Albert Heselden  1920-1961 
William Haw  1876-1880  H. Rogers  1961-1963 
Thomas Hawkins 1880-1906  Carl Rowley  1963 
 

 

Church Dimensions 
     
    Overall Length (E to W)  92’   6” 
    Length of Chancel  31’   0” 
    Width (nave and chancel) 24’   0” 
    Trancepts (N to S)  50’   0” 
    Height, Interior approx.  24’   0” 
    Height, Gallery floor  10’   0” 
    Height, of Steeple approx. 80’   0” 
    Seating approx.   350 
 
 
Bells. Cast by John Warner of Copplegate, London. There are three, treble, base and tenor, marked "Te" 
"Canta" and "Venite." "Canta" bears the date 1718. 

 

The Park and Manor of Roundhay 
      The name Roundhay is believed to describe a park or warren for game, enclosed by a circular fence 
(Anglo-Saxon Haga—an enclosure, whence we get haw, a hedge, hawthorn). It is not named in the 
Domesday Book but was undoubtedly in the fee of llbert de Lacy. The earliest reference to Roundhay 
occurs in the charter of Robert de Lacy (great-grandson of llbert) dated about 1153, by which he granted 
additional pastures in "Rondehaia," Brakineley and Winnemor, to the Abbey of Kirkstall, who, already, 
apparently had a grange and lands there. 

The ancient park was much larger than the present one. The few records extant suggest that it 
extended from the Ring Road in the north to below Fearnville in the south; and from approximately Old 
Park Road in the west to (but excluding) Roundhay Grange in the east. Primarily it was a hunting ground 
and legend has it that King John and John of Gaunt hunted there. The ancient lodge of the Park (the 
residence of the park keeper—an official of some importance in the middle ages) is thought to have been 
on the site of Elmet Hall. Compared with the importance of the park as a hunting ground, its value 
agriculturally was small. Summer grazing was worth £5; and additional revenue was obtained from the 
sale of bark, the croppings of trees and acorns and beechnuts for feeding pigs. 
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Map of the Parish of Roundhay St. John (1938) 
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As regards the manor, this was a separate territory outside the park and is thought to have covered an 
area roughly triangular in shape stretching from the Ring Road, south, roughly along the line of the beck 
behind Roundhay Grange to approximately the junction of Boggart Hill Drive and Easterly Road; north 
east through Lime Pits Wood to the Hawthorns (Coal Lane); then north west along Green Lane to the 
Ring Road. This area is now in Seacroft Parish but prior to 1885 it was a detached part of the parish of 
Thorner. 

      In a survey of 1342, the Manor of Roundhay is described as "A hall, chamber and three granges." 
The "hall" was the grange of Kirkstall Abbey and is now the farm called Roundhay Grange situated to the 
west of Wetherby Road (Wellington Hill). Within half-a-mile of this grange lime was available at a place 
called Pit Holes (now enclosed by the Seacroft Housing Estate); and it seems likely that the monks would 
use this to make mortar for repairs and extensions to the grange and, perhaps, for the Abbey itself. 
Traces of an ancient pottery have been reported in a field to the north of Roundhay Grange and this, too, 
may possibly have been worked by the monks. The finding of part of the bason of a font near the Grange 
suggests the existence of a chapel at some earlier time; and Morkhill records that he was informed of the 
discovery of a large vaulted room in the basement of the house, having stone seats along the side and 
thought to have been used as a chapel or prison. 

The sites of the three granges mentioned in the survey can only be conjectured. One of them may 
have been Grange Farm, now demolished but once situated south of Roundhay Grange and to the east 
of Wetherby Road. A second was thought by some to have been near Elmet Hall and by others on 
Boggart Hill; and the third to have adjoined Roundhay Grange (Morkhill), to have been Seacroft Grange 
(Nettleton) or near Arthur's Rein (Darcy Wilson). 

Coal and iron (remembered in the names Collier's Lane, Pit Wood, Coal Road, Foundry Lane and 
Foundry Mill) formed part of the revenue of the Manor. Iron mining was an important industry in the 
middle ages, whilst surface coal was obtained from the area of Seacroft Wood as recently as the coal 
strike of 1911. 

     For three hundred years the Park and Manor of Roundhay were separate and it was not until they 
were purchased by Thomas Nicholson (the Park in 1803; the Manor in 1811) that once again both 
properties were united in the hands of one owner.

1
 Mr. Nicholson created what we now know as 

Roundhay Park and built the Mansion there and made two lakes. The larger lake was made by the 
unemployed in a time of distress after the Napoleonic Wars, Thomas Nicholson preferring to provide work 
for men rather than simply subscribe to the fund which had been raised. The lake was named "The 
Waterloo" in commemoration of the famous battle in 1815 and was cut in that year.

2
 It covered 33 acres, 

was 60 feet
3
 deep and took two years to build at a cost of £15,000. 

     In 1872, the Park and the house were sold to Leeds Corporation for the sum of £139,000. It was 
opened by H.R.H. Duke of Connaught as a public park in 1872. The Manor was sold to Mr. Sagar 
Musgrave of Red Hall in the same year. 

 

 

 

 

1. Thomas Nicholson and Samuel Elam purchased Roundhay Park in 1803 from Lord Stourton. (Mr. Nicholson's portion  

         was that to the north of Wetherby Road, Mr. Elam's to the south). Lord Stourton had inherited the property from the  

         ducal family of Norfolk into whose hands it had come by marriage with one of the Saviles of Copley, a descendant of  

         Thomas Lord Darcy of Templenewsam. Lord Darcy was granted the estate in 1512 but forfeited all his estates for his  

         part in the Pilgrimage of Grace. Later they were restored to the family. As regards the Manor of Roundhay, from the  

         de Lacy family it came into the possession of the Duchy of Lancaster and then of King Henry IV. It remained a Royal  

         Manor until 1628 when it was sold to the City of London by King Charles I. In 1629 it was acquired by Stephen Tempest 

          of Broughton, then by William Lowther and in 1688 passed to John Savile of Methley. It was from his descendant, John Savile  

         Earl of Mexborough, that Mr. Thomas Nicholson purchased the Manor in 1811. 

   

2. White's Directory 1837. Locally it was said that as Mr. Thomas Nicholson lay in bed during his last illness, he watched the lake 

     filling. If this is true the lake must have been cut at a later date as Mr. Nicholson died in 1821 

.  

3. Again this information was obtained from a directory. The depth of the lake was said locally to be the same as the height of St. 

    John's steeple. This measures approx. 80 feet. 
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 The Development of Roundhay 

Modern Roundhay is very largely a product of the twentieth century, though certain "milestones" in its 
earlier development can be identified. Perhaps the first was the Roundhay Road enterprise of 1808, 
which provided easier access to the City of Leeds. The sale of Samuel Elam's estate in 1811 was 
followed by some residential development, though this was restricted to the buildinr of large houses by 
merchants who had the facilities to travel to and from the city daily. The occupations listed in the early 
church registers are largely connected with these houses, consisting mainly of servants, coachmen, 
gardeners, gamekeepers, etc. The erection of the church itself provided a focal point forthe community. 
The institution of a regular tram service in 1897 between Roundhay and Kirkstall Abbey via the City 
added further impetus to the growth of the township. Population figures for the period from 1801 to 1907 
are as follows:— 

 
            Date          Population 

1801       86 

1826      186 

1838      314  

1861     570  

1871      583 

1881     802 

1907      960 

 
A description of Roundhay in the year 1919 by an old resident contrasts strangely with the modern 
suburb we know to-day:— 

"In Oakwood Lane there were the same houses on the right up to Oakwood Grove, then there was 
only a farm between here and York Road. The fields were broken by only one road, Foundry Lane (there 
was no Easterly Road). On the left side of Oakwood Lane were the same houses to Springwood Road, 
with "Springwood" (now "Fraser House") and Bedford House at the end of Oakwood Grange Lane where 
were "The Acacias" (residence of Aid. Hugh Lupton, a former Lord Mayor of Leeds now "Oakwood Hall") 
and "Ladywell House" with their cottages. Then came another house with sundry cottages and then Dib 
Lane; another one or two houses and nothing to the York Road except the old mill with Smeaton's water 
wheel. Oakwood had the present parade of shops on the east side; and at the bottom of Gledhow Lane 
was a block of two or three cottages with a field and a wood to the Ravenscars. There were no Fitzroys 
or Oakwells and only one house, one cottage, the little school and one lodge stood in Gledhow Lane 
between Oakwood and Lidgett Lane. The south side of Wetherby Road was as now up to North Lane. 
There were about three houses beyond Elmet Avenue, then the Roundhay Electric Light Co's., "power 
station" with an engine driven generator and a storage battery house; the lodge to "The Grove," the 
double house opposite the churchyard entrance, and, just beyond Asket Hill, two houses, one of them the 
West Riding Police Station. A footpath from here led to Seacroft and Scholes passing Grange Farm and 
P'geon Cote Farm, the only habitations on the way. Ash Bank House (now demolished) in the wood at 
the bottom of Wellington Hill, was the only building on that side of the road between here and Scarcroft 
and on the other side there were only two or three at the top of the hill—one a petrol station, and the 
Wellington Inn. North Lane had the vicarage, "North Hill" (now demolished) "Mayo House" and "The 
Grove" on the north side; on the south side, two cottages in St. John's Field, Foxglove Avenue, "Eller 
Close" and its cottages, "Grove House", a cottage, Belle View Avenue, the smithy and then Dib Lane. 
Three or four large houses with their cottages stood on the east side of Dib Lane and where it joined 
Asket Hill there was a ford with a footbridge. Two cottages stood on the bend from North Lane into Asket 
Hill. There was scarcely a house between Oakwood Lane, and Harehills Lane, York Road, Seacroft, 
Thorner, Scarcroft, Shadwell and Roundhay Park." 

In the 1920's and 1930's housing developed apace. It was brought to a temporary halt by the 
outbreak of the Second World War; and then followed a veritable building "explosion" which still 
continues today. With a population which must now be in the region of 3,000 the parish has truly moved 
out of its former rural state into that of a residential suburb of a great city. 
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