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Born in 1946 in Liverpool. Moved to Leeds to Grange Park area when aged 2. Small 

semi. No cars about. Ran about playing football and cricket. 

At aged 11 passed 11 plus and went to Leeds Central High School. Moved to Gledhow 

Wood Ave. Roundhay Park was his playground. 

Aged 13 did paper round for Mr and Mrs Parkin in Oakwood. 9s 6d a week for 5 nights. 

Lot of fun but hard work on a Friday night because of heavier papers. Comic night.  

Fave record Del Shannon, Runaway. 

Went down to shops. Promoted to head lad. Delivered round to shops and would have to 

cover for lads who didn’t turn up. 

Butchers, bakers, greengrocers, Post Office, library had been a police station. Barkers of 

Oakwood sold cars, phone number 656565. 

A good time – raced around Roundhay Park like lunatics. Went to Harehills Junior 

School on Roundhay Road. Mother used to take him into Lewis’ in town. Loads of kids 

to play with. 

Went to Youth Club from 13 / 14. Methodist on North Park Ave, then Congo, 

Congregational, then St Edmunds. All played music. 

Worked in Leeds on Vicar Lane. Went up to Mecca on Arcade to go dancing at 

lunchtime. If they found a girl would go to Roundhay Park. Would go to Mecca again at 

night time. 

Had 2 aunties living with them and a family dog called Pluto. 

Children’s Day in Roundhay Park. Hill 60 really busy. Wonders why it packed up 

because it could unite a lot of people. Had fair in park, was great. Teddy Boys. 

Used to have boats out on lake. On top lake had little fella called Norman with half mast 

trousers and a Woodbine. Always remember him. Had rowing there as well as bottom 

lake. 

Bottom of lake had an outdoor pool. It was full. White House Pub was a private family 

house then. 

Went down North Lane to deliver papers. Used to thunder about on bikes. 

Used to meet at Clock. Always in good condition then, but not paved. Trams went up 

there. Caught trams from school – would throw stuff out of windows. Went up for Sports 

Day once a year.   

 


