
The First National Filling Factory, Crossgates. Barnbow









Railway station at Barnbow under construction





Fire drill Barnbow , Manston Lane, 1915



1916. View showing a group of injured women, and the nurses caring for them, 
following an explosion which took place at the Barnbow Munitions Factory on 5th 
December 1916. These were the lucky ones as 35 of their colleagues were killed in 
the accident.



View of a group of workers taken at the Barnbow Munitions Factory 
during the First World War. The National Shell Filling Factory was built 
on 313 acres of land belonging to the Gascoigne Estate and many of the 
workers there were women.



The factory was officially known as 
"National Filling Factory No. 1" and it 
was purpose-built, opening in 
December 1915. Each woman was 
searched at the start of her shift to 
ensure that she had no metal 
hairpins or buttons etc. on her 
person; only wood or bakelite objects 
were allowed. Cigarettes and 
matches were obviously banned 
items also. Other occupational 
hazards included working with 
chemical propellants which had the 
ominous effect of turning the 
exposed skin and hair yellow. 
Because of this the women workers 
were dubbed the "Barnbow
Canaries". 



The girls were encouraged to drink plenty of milk to counteract the 
effects. Barnbow actually had its own farm with a herd of dairy cows 
producing 300 gallons of milk each day.



police checks taking place at Barnbow No. 1 (Leeds) National Filling 
Factory. Security was obviously a priority and the site was enclosed by 
barbed wire with only two entrances, controlled by the Police 
Department. One entrance was for general purposes and the other solely 
for vehicles.



Cooling Pond at 
Barnbow No. 1 
(Leeds) National 
Filling Factory 
taken during World 
War 1. The pond 
had a 200,000 
gallon storage 
capacity and was 
created by the 
damming of the 
Cock Beck which 
flowed through the 
factory.



1918. Image shows a 
building at Barnbow
No. 1. (Leeds) National 
Filling Factory after it 
had been ripped apart 
by an explosion on the 
31st May 1918. This 
was also the day that 
King George V and 
Queen Mary were 
making a visit to Leeds. 
Experimental work was 
being carried out when 
the explosion occurred 
and, tragically, three 
men lost their lives and 
several workers were 
injured. Queen Mary 
sent a Royal message 
of sympathy and a gift 
of flowers to the 
injured.





1940’s



Vickers Defence Systems factory on Manston Lane. Formerly the Barnbow Royal 
Ordnance Factory which produced munitions during World War Two, and close 
to the First World War Barnbow munitions factory, it was taken over by Vickers in 
1986 for the production of their Challenger tanks. The factory closed down in 
1999.




