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Meshe Osinsky,



Montague Burton , original name Meshe
Osinsky, was born in 1885 in Kurkel, now 
Lithuania. At fifteen he came from Russia to 
England. In 1901 he was a peddler. He 
borrowed a £100 from a relative in 1903 
and opened the Cross Tailoring company in 
Chesterfield.
He married Sophia Marks in 1909. Sophia 
Amelia was one of thirteen children born to 
Maurice Marks, a furniture dealer. Their 
first child was born there in 1910; a son in 
1914; and on the birth of twin sons in 1917 
he gave his name as Montague Maurice 
Burton. He had not changed his name 
legally.



1909



1911 census Maurice aged 25, his wife Cissie aged 23 born in Worksop and 
daughter Barbara also Sophia (Cissie’s) brother Moses Marks, Sergeant in the Cold 
Stream Guards , living at 26 Violet Bank Road, Sheffield.



Barbara registered in  Sheffield, Stanley, twins Arnold and 
Raymond, all birth registrations  in Leeds



Montague Burton 
outside his first shop, 
Holywell Street, 
Chesterfield



Nationalization document 14 February 1910



Burton’s premises untill 1914 Elmwood Mills far Right
As both family and buisiness expanded they moved to Leeds.
Elmwood Mills, Camp Road Leeds.
1913 he had five men’s tailors shops , Headquarters were in Sheffield 
and manufacturing in Leeds. 



Aided by military contracts the business thrived. Making uniforms was little different 
to making what was, essentially, the uniform of the working-class.
1919 saw forty Burton shops throughout the country, including eight in Ireland. 
Peace saw that the firm had factories in Leeds in Woodhouse Lane, Melbourne 
Street, Millroyd Street, Byron Street and Concord Street. Business was good but it 
was about to get better.

Hudson 
Road, 
Harehills
1921, by 
1925 it 
was the 
largest 
clothing 
factory in 
Europe



The site consisted of a mixture of market gardens, rhubarb fields and old foundry 
premises. Surrounding the site was a mass of typical back-to-back houses, beyond 
was the cramped houses of Compton Road, Harehills and Burmantofts.
In 1929 the factory expanded and had seating in the canteen for 4000, and by 1934 
8,000.
Producing 30,000 suits and employing around 10,000 people Burtons was the 
biggest employer in Leeds
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Copyright aerofilms Hudson Mills factory
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1939, Compton Rd and Hudson road, Burtons on opposite corner



1940.
His empire covered 600 shops and 14 factories and was clothing one in four men 

in Britain.
After World War II, Burton was a major supplier of de-mob suits. 'The full monty' 
may be an expression first used to describe these suits.



Family Home in Harrogate



The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Mercury 
Tuesday 23 September 1952
There were eight pages of tributes





24th September 1952 Yorkshire 
Post and Leeds Intelligencer 



In 1964 Montague and his wife were re interred from Gildersome Jewish cemetery to 
Stonefall, Harrogate Jewish cemetery. He had tried in his life time to build a Jewish 
Cemetery in Harrogate but was not successful. Most of his family seem to be in 
Stonefall.



By 1929 Montague had four hundred shops , his company went public.
He was knighted in 1932.
He died in 1952 His funeral was at Chapeltown Synagog



Burton’s secret was to offer high-quality made-to-measure suits at 
low prices. "A five guinea suit for 55 shillings", was Burton’s promise.
Men would start work at 14 years of age as barrow boys, then be 
apprenticed as tailors or cutters.
However, men were outnumbered 10 to one by women. There were 
vast workrooms of machinists, with whole families working on the 
same production line.
The factory was described by former tailor, Sam Bernstein, as "a 
town in itself".
Burton made every effort to keep his staff
happy ,Hudson Road had the largest 

works canteen
in the world, along with a pre-welfare 

state health and
pension scheme.

Free dentists, chiropodists and even sun-ray 
treatment were provided for factory staff.




