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2017 – Review of the Year
January

December donations from
many of our supporters enabled us to fund
New Year gifts for children having treatment
at the Cancer Hospital in Minsk. We also
give regular support for some of the poorer
families in the hospital.

Early in the year we bought some pulse oximeters for our
Hospice Team in Gomel. Dr. Irina Kalmanovich and her team
continue to provide care and support to more than 30 families
whose children have life limiting conditions.

February

We held a
major seminar in Gomel to
launch a Project which is
funded by the US Embassy in
Minsk. The goal of the project is
to develop the Independence
Skills of young people with
disabilities and prepare them
for life after foster care or
growing up in an institution.
Natalia Bukhavets, Deputy Head of School No 5, came
on a visit to the UK to learn more about working with
Autistic children. Her week was divided between
Pictor Academy and Inscape House School, with an
additional visit to the Royal School, at Seashell Trust.
This was part of an ongoing project to improve the
care and education of autistic children, and try to
keep them out of the Psychiatric Hospital whenever
possible. Staff from Pictor and Inscape have delivered
training in Gomel over the last two years.
Natasha Samoilik, Director of our partner organization
in Gomel ‘Supporting Children Together’ came over as
interpreter for the visit.

March

The Chief Doctor of Gomel Regional
Psychiatric Hospital and the Director of Health
for the Region came to the UK to visit hospitals
and special schools. They looked at Mental Health
Care in the community, visited a children’s
inpatient unit in Bury and learned about specialist
care for older people at Tameside Hospital.

They came with Natasha as interpreter, but when we
needed to split them up – for Alexander to learn more
about behavior management for autistic children and Igor
to visit Francis House Hospice and Wythenshawe A&E
department – we were very grateful for the interpreting
skills of Ira Moors and Richard Coombes.

April

As always, Denis Moors’ High Ash Centre
near Buxton, was the venue for the Holiday Camp
Preparation Weekend. New volunteers came to hear
about CCP and about the children and young people
they would meet at Ptich Holiday Camp and those
who have been many times before shared their
knowledge, ideas, experiences and enthusiasm.

May CCP’s Treasurer
and National Co-ordinator Cath
McElholm, travelled out to Belarus
with Executive Director Linda Walker
to visit all the charity’s projects and
partners, hold meetings with local
and national government officials and
with UNICEF, and supervise our
ongoing work. Cath is seen here at
Zhuravichi and with Linda at Family Home 2000 at Klimovka.
A group of young children in remission from cancer came with
their mums for a holiday with our Endon & Stoke group.

June

A Festival took place at Zhuravichi as part of our
‘Independence Skills’ project. Young people came from
Rodni Kut, Family Home 2000, Ulookavye and Rechitsa
Boarding Schools, Vikov Adult Institution plus some living
at home and visiting social centres. They sang, danced and
recited poetry and also showed off some of the skills they
had been learning, such as crafts and cookery. A Gomel
Newspaper reported that people were ‘touched to their
hearts’ by some of the performances and the festival had
demonstrated how skilled many of these young people are.

July Our recuperative holidays begin in July and the first summer group last year came to Glossop & New
Mills. Like all our visiting children they were in remission from cancer, and being just four years old, they came
for a holiday with their mothers. The group spent the first week in The Torrs Apartments in New Mills before
moving to families, and the mums enjoyed every minute of the holiday just as much as the children.

Lisa and Diana were two of the teenagers who
stayed in Solihull. They were the delighted with
the free glasses they received from Specsavers.
Visiting dentists and opticians is an important part
of the holiday. The group spent their second
fortnight at Lindsworth School and took part in
lots of exciting activities.
Our oldest teenagers stay with the Endon & Stoke
Group, and they also split their time between
residential, at Cicely Haughton School, and staying
in families. Masha is enjoys an exhilarating ride on
a jet ski at Kingsbury Water Park.

August

The holidays continued through
much of August. The Stafford children had an
amazing week at RAF Shawbury, who have
already offered to do the same again next year.
All groups of children in remission travel with a
doctor who joins in all the activities. Dima is
relaxing while Endon teenagers take him out on
Rudyard Lake.
And Sergei is helping to paint gruesome looking
wounds onto the children at the Thackray
Medical Museum in Leeds. Before moving to
Yorkshire this group of children had spent a
fortnight with our group in Gloucester.

Leaving Manchester Airport bound for a
fortnight at Zhuravichi Boarding Home are a
group of enthusiastic and mostly very
experienced volunteers, led by Lynne
Murphy. We fund some of the young people
from Zhuravichi to go to the Holiday Camp,
but for all the others, the volunteers visit is
the highlight of their year. For the first time
this year we also sent a group of volunteers
to Rechitsa Boarding Home and it was a
great success which we now hope to make
an annual event.

The volunteers who went
to the Holiday Camp at
Ptich all loved the
experience. They made
sure that all the children
from Rechitsa Boarding
Home had a wonderful
time, and organized arts
and crafts, sports and
games, for all the young
adults we sponsored from Zhuravichi, Vikov and Rechitsa; for the
residents of our family homes in Rogachev and Klimovka; and for families
in the care of our Home Hospice Team. Many thanks to the Persula
Foundation who always generously support these holidays and to all the
volunteers who raise the funds and give their time, energy and love.

September

Katya was delighted with the new
computers at Rechitsa Boarding Home. Godel Technologies
is a Manchester based company which also operates in
Belarus. They give us quarterly donations to provide
computer equipment for
children and young people
with disabilities. We have
also been able to buy
computers during 2017 for
Children’s Homes in Mozyr,
Babitchi and Gomel.
Brian Hardwick has been
one of our volunteers at
Zhuravichi for the last three summers. He has also helped to raise funds and
to support our work with other institutions, and he has wide business
experience.
In September we invited Brian to join the CCP Management Team, and we
look forward to his greater involvement in the running of the charity.

October

Doctor Olga Avila and psychologist
Alla Nichkasava lead a small team who have worked
for many years in Early Intervention for children
with disabilities in Polyclinic No 19 in Minsk.
During their visit to Manchester they visited six
schools – Pictor Academy, Inscape House,
Lancasterian, Camberwell Park, Royal School at the
Seashell Trust and Rodney House.

They also met Consultant Paediatrician Rashad Nawaz;
talked with early intervention teams; and visited
Manchester Children’s Hospital to meet speech and
language therapists and the Cleft Palate team.
Olga and Alla were delighted with their visit and said
they had many new ideas to share with their colleagues
and pass on to other Early Intervention Centres.

November

We have a new project in Gomel,
funded by the BEARR Trust, to support teenagers with
mental health problems and try to keep them out of the
Psychiatric Hospital. Kay Harvey, a Child Psychiatrist and
Specialist Nurse Sally Trowse, both from Pennine Care
NHS Foundation Trust, went to Gomel in November to
deliver training for staff working on this project and
others working with vulnerable teenagers.
They also trained mixed groups of Health and Education
Professionals in Assessment of, and working with,
children on the Autistic Spectrum or with Attention
Deficit Hyperactvity Disorder(ADHD). It was an extremely
successful visit and both Kay and Sally would be happy to go again to deliver further advice and training.

December

It was a very busy year for
our Head of Training Geoff Wright. In
December he made his fourth visit of the year
where he delivered training in the Principles
and Practice of Social Work to a group in
Bobrusk, who had come from all over Mogilev
Region.

Geoff has delivered training this year in Leaving Care,
Supporting Foster Carers, Working with Domestic Violence,
Supervision and Safeguarding.
He is now in discussion with the British Embassy and UNICEF
about a Juvenile Justice Project.

Thank you to Everyone who makes our work Possible!
Godel Technologies which helps fund staff at Rodni Kut, Family Home 2000 and our Hospice Team; True and
Fair Foundation which supports our training programmes and educational visits; Action for Disability which
supports many projects to improve the lives of children and adults with disabilities; Persula Foundation which
has supported young people attending the Holiday camp for the last 8 years; Claire Drake and Trust for
Chernobyl Children who donated in support of training programmes; BEARR Trust which funded our Teenage
Mental Health Project; the US Embassy which funded the Independence Skills Project; Bilston Rotary Club
who funded medical equipment for our Hospice Team; David Senior who provides regular support for
children in the Cancer Hospital; Mary Brennan who supports Rodni Kut; Isle of Wight CND who give regular
support for medical supplies; and generous donors to general funds including Fiona Hughes and the Douglas
Investment Trust.
Our Charity Shop in Crook, managed by Gerald Hirst, raised a wonderful £25,000 this year and the Market
Stall run by volunteers from our Endon & Stoke group raised almost £9,000.
We are very grateful to everyone who volunteers their time for CCP – running our local groups, hosting the
children in the summer, going to the Holiday camp or Zhuravichi, volunteering in the shop or on the market
stall, or giving their time and expertise to deliver training or to support educational visits.

This is how our funds were spent in 2017:
Projects in Belarus 65%

Holiday Camp 7%

Recuperative Holidays in the UK 17%

Admin & Fundraising 5%

Training and Exchange visits 6%

To find out more visit our website www.chernobyl-children.org.uk or contact us:
Endon & Stoke on Trent: John & Julie Gater 07816 842322 Gloucester & Cheltenham: Helen Marcus – 01452 855890
Glossop & New Mills: Helena Walker – 07547 191980
Leeds: Roger Voller – 01943 461064
Liverpool: Kevin Edwards – 07776 196526 Solihull: Kath Ruane - 0121 705 3707 Stafford: Margie Haslop – 01785 280080

Executive Director:
Linda Walker 01457 863534 07976 653610 ccprojectuk@gmail.com
Training Co-ordinator: Geoff Wright 01206 514698 geoff_wright70@hotmail.com
National Treasurer and Groups Co-ordinator: Catherine McElholm 07747 775218 cath.mcelholm@gmail.com
Volunteers Co-ordinator: Lynne Murphy lynnecm@live.co.uk (Administers the volunteers Facebook group)

Trustees and Management Team: John Gater, Mags Whiting, Denis Moors, Nigel Boulton, Linda Walker,
Cath McElholm, Julie Gater, Ken Whiting, Margie Haslop, Ingrid Boulton, Brian Hardwick
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