
Cinemas of Leeds 



Clock cinema Roundhay
Road. 
Opened in 1938, designed 
by Norman Fowler of 
Architects Messrs. Kitson, 
Parish, Leggard & Pyman of 
Leeds.
It seated 1836 people and 
a car park for 200 cars.
It became a bingo hall in 
1976 and then Empire 
electrical store.



The Gaiety



25th June 1919. The temporary Cinematograph Hall and Picture Gallery (Shed No. 13) 
at the Royal Air Force Aircraft Exhibition held in Roundhay Park in 1919. This building 
was normally the tearooms, “Park café” or “Lakeside Café” located close to Waterloo 
Lake. Visitors could watch cinematograph and lantern slides illustrating the Air Force at 
home and overseas. Some of these early film titles were ‘Surrender of the German 
Fleet, as seen from the Air’, ‘Tails Up, a Tale of the Air’ and 'Advanced Flying'. They were 
shown daily in 30-minute programmes running continuously from 2 pm until 9 pm.



The Dominion Cinema, Chapel Allerton



Lounge Cinema, North Lane, Headingley. opened 1916, used to 
seat 483. revamped in 1999, closed in 2005, demolished in 2012?



The Cottage Road Cinema is arguably one of the oldest cinemas in the country, in that it has 
been open and continuously showing films since 1912. The Cottage Road Cinema was 
originally known as The Headingley Picture House, and was not purpose built, but was an 
adaptation of a building dating back to 1905, when it began life as motor garage and 
motorcycle assembly shop for nearby Castle Grove, a Victorian mansion built for a wealthy 
Leeds silk merchant, in far Headingley.
It was due to close at the end of July 2005 and in fact the staff had been issued with 

redundancy notices. In a last minute deal the cinema was taken over by Mr Charles Morris 
and the cinema became part of the Northern Morris group.
Since becoming part of the Northern Morris Group the cinema has introduced a special 
classic film night every 6 weeks. "Classics at the Cottage" has almost become a tradition. 



Hyde Park. Opened in 1914. First film shown, Their Only Son. It is also a Grade 2 listed building



1939. Corner House Cinema, Street lane



The Majestic 1922



1923. Interior view showing seating and domed seating of the Majestic Cinema in City Square. The dome itself has a diameter of 84 feet, (nearly 
26 metres) larger than the dome of St Paul's Cathedral in London. Even though a suspended ceiling now covers the circle area, the great frieze, 
depicting chariots and horsemen, surrounding the dome still remains. The image was taken in the year following the opening which took place on 
Whit Monday 5th June 1922. The Grand £5,000 organ is also visible right of centre. The 1812 Overture was played on the organ by Harry 
Davidson, complete with special effects, at the opening of the cinema. The orchestra pit is seen beneath the curtains, bottom right. The Majestic 
Symphony Orchestra accompanied the silent films shown here in the early days.

Majestic Cinema 



The Headrow, Leeds. 
Cinema first opened in 1932 as 
the Paramount and became 
the Odeon Cinema, in 1940



Tower Cinema, New Briggate. Opened as Cinema in 1920, seating 1,188 peopleadmission 
prices were: ground floor - 9d (4p) and 1/- (5p); Circle 1/6d (7.5p) and 2/- (10p). The 
opening film was 'The Kinsmen' starring Chrissie White, James Carew and John McAndrew 
and there was also a Charlie Chaplin film. The Tower Picture House was originally to be 
called the 'Red Hall' but the Managing Director, Mr. J. F. Tidswell was concerned it would 
be referred to locally as the 'Red 'oil'. He had overheard it described as such while 
travelling on a tramcar.. 



Wellington Picture House.  
Opened 1920, closed 1941, 
seating for 693, premises are 
now demolished



ABC Vicar Lane, opened as the Ritz 1934, it seated 1,100 inthe stalls and 850 in the 
circle. It was modernised in 1959 and renamed ABC, it closed in 2000 and demolished



1930’s view Picture 
House, Station road, 
Crossgates, seated 800. 
Renovated in 1938 chaged 
its name to The Ritz



After its refurbishment. A line drawing

Burns and Morris chocolate cabin 
with vending machines are outside, 
along with a gas lamp.



The Regal Super Cinema, Crossgates. Opened 1936. It could seat 1,500 
and had the largest theatre car park in the country. 400 vehicals. It 
closed in 1964



Garforth Picture House, off Station Road, Garforth. Opened in 
1913, closed June 1966, was later Peases’s Hardware store.



Newtown Picture palace, Sheepscar. A small 788-seat cinema. It opened January 11, 1913 
with "A Cruel Fate" accompanied by the Newtown Orchestra under the direction of Mr 
Francis Walker.
The balcony front was richly decorated in Edwardian style garlands and medallions. Prices 
ranged from 2d,4d and 6d.
It was closed on Wednesday 2nd September 1953 and was then used for warehousing.



Imperial Picture House, Kirkstall Road, opened 1913 seated 700. 
Closed 1940



Shaftsbury Cinema, Harehills. Opened in 1928. It became the worlds 
biggest casino in 1962, returned to showing films and closed in 1975



Star Cinema, York Road. Opened in 1938. It replaced the Victoria 
Picture Hall. That was demolished in 1937 and the Star built. 
Seating capasity of 1,286. Closed in 1961



Abbey Picture House, Abbey Road. 520 seats. Opened in 
1913 showing The Web. Closed in 1960 showing Idle on 
Parade.



1928. View showing the 1,692 seater 
Scala Cinema located at number 12 
Albion Place. it opened on Monday 
24th June 1922. The first showing was 
of the Samuelson-Wylie film 'The 
Game of Life'. The Lord Mayor of 
Leeds, William Hodgson Esq., 
performed the opening ceremony. 
'The Three Musketeers' starring 
Douglas Fairbanks was also shown 
that week. Admission prices were 
1/3d (6p) in the stalls and 2/4d 
(11.5p) in the circle. It closed on 31st 
August 1957, becoming a furniture 
showroom. The final film shown was 
'Across the Bridge' starring Rod 
Steiger. In this image dating from 
1928 the advertised film is 'The 
Poppies of Flanders' released in 1927, 
starring Jameson Thomas and Eve 
Gray.Two years later in 1924 William Hodgeson was 

killed in a motor accident, he is buried in St John’s 
Church yard



1939. The Rialto Cinema, situated on Briggate had opened in 1911, called the 
Briggate Picture House, the name was changed in 1927. The cinema was closed 
in 1939 and demolished. The site is the location of Marks and Spencer store.



Gaumont Cinema built 1885 originally known as The Leeds Coliseum, 
cinema in 1905, seating up to 3,000 people. lack of success it was 
revamped and in 1928 was taken over by Denman/Gaumont a famous 
cinema chain at the time. Bothic style interior. Shut down in 1961. 1992 
became a club, Acadamy Music Group i 2008 and now O2 Academy Leeds



1938 opened as Tatler cinema, 
City square. The building had 
previously been the News 
Theatre. Since closing has been 
a night club called Bondi 
Beach. Grade 11 listed 
building.
1970 photo taken.



Raby Picture House, Wetherby, opened 1915, could seat 260. At the time of 
construction Wetherby lacked mains electricity and so the cinema was 
powered by a 400 volt gas-powered generator. This meant the projection room 
required steel shutters to contain any potential fire. Became the  Rodney 
Cinema in 1944. Closed in 1964, reopened as cinema in 1994, refurbished in 
2000 and is now known as Wetherby Film Theatre

2008?

2011



The modern Everyman Cinema Leeds Trinity




