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It’s been  over a 100 years since the beginning of the First World War and no one could 
have predicted how long the fight would go on or the hardships endured. Through both 
the first and second world wars, British gardens helped to maintain food supplies during 
times of rationing and extreme shortages. By 1916, they had become such a problem that 
any area that could be used to grow food was converted to do so. Gardens soon turned 
into mini allotments and by the end of the First World War Britain had an additional 3 
million acres of farming land.

Members of the Women’s Land Army 1943







First TV gardening programme was on 21st November 1936
Mr Middleton presented In Your Garden from a purpose-built garden at Alexandra 
Palace. The programme was in the first month of the BBC's official television service, at 
a time when very few people had television sets.



1998 - Charlie Dimmock in the Ground 
force gardening programme that changed 
our ideas for ever



Love Your Garden with Alan 
Titchmarsh and Katie Rushworth

31 year old Katie hails from just up 
the road from Alan, in Bingley, West 
Yorkshire and has been a full-time 
self employed garden designer for 
the last five years.

Katie began her green-fingered 
career doing general gardening 
maintenance through word-of-
mouth recommendations. After two 
years at night school studying 
horticulture, and a part time job at 
the local garden centre, Katie’s 
business went from strength to 
strength.



In the night Garden, watched by thousands of young children at bedtime, to relax and 
help sleep



Magazines



Books



Allotments in Chapel Allerton 



Roundhay Park Allotments



Oakwood Clock and REAPGarden design and equipment to make 
gardening possible for  the disabled 
gardener



Roundhay campus, Wetherby Road



Sometimes gardening needs extreme measures and difficult choices



Sometimes a little imagination is also needed (before)



And after, The Eden Project



Garden competitions



Keukenhof Gardens – The Netherlands

Gardens around the world



Lost Garden of Heligan, Cornwall



Autumn at Portland Japanese Garden- United States



Claude Monet’s garden



Monet’s garden photo taken by David Donaldson in 2014



Painting gardens

Romantic style







What is your style of garden like ?



LGI roof garden

Temple Works in Holbeck
When the building was first created 
it was said to be the largest single 
room in the world. The roof was 
covered in grass to to retain 
humidity and prevent the linen 
thread from drying out and 
becoming unmanageable. Sheep 
really did graze on the roof to keep 
the grass short. Temple works is a 
grade one listed structure.



Is this the future ?




