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Healthcare is the diagnosis, treatment, 
and prevention of disease, illness, injury, 
and other physical and mental 
impairments in humans. Healthcare is 
delivered by practitioners in medicine, 
optometry, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, 
allied health, and other care providers. It 
refers to the work done in providing 
primary care, secondary care, and 
tertiary care, as well as in public health.



The earliest documented institutions aiming to provide cures were Ancient 
Egyptian Temples.

In ancient Greece, temples dedicated to the healer -god Asclepius, functioning as 
centres of medical advice, prognosis, and healing  and provided carefully 
controlled spaces conducive to healing and fulfilled several of the requirements of 
institutions created for healing. A man Under a Roman name of Æsculapius , was 
provided with a temple (291 BC) on an island in the Tiber in Rome. 

The Romans constructed buildings called valetudinaria for the care of sick slaves, 
gladiators, and soldiers around 100 B.C.

Institutions created specifically to care for the ill also appeared early in India.

Fa Xian, a Chinese Buddhist monk who travelled across India ca. 400 CE.

The first prominent Islamic hospital was founded in Damascus, Syria in around 
707 with assistance from Christians.

In Europe monasteries were some of the earliest places to receive help and care, 
but for many people it was home remedies passed down from generation to 
generation.



Bloodletting, Set 
of a Barber 
Surgeon, 
beginning of 19th 
Century

The history of the barber pole is intertwined with the 
history of barbers and their bloodletting practices. 
Patients would tightly grasp a rod or staff tightly so their 
veins would show, and the barbers would cut open their 
arms and bleed them until they fainted. Later, when leech 
therapy became popular (they allowed for more 
controlled bleeding), leeches were applied directly to the 
vein areas. Leeches have recently had a come back.
After the procedure, the barbers "washed" the bandages 
which were hung outside on a pole to dry, and to 
advertise the therapeutic specialities offered in the 
barbershop. Flapping in the wind, the long strips of 
bandages would twist around the pole in the spiral 
pattern we now associate with barbers

Historically, barbers were also 
dentists and surgeons, versatile 
performers of tooth extraction and 
enemas, bloodletting and wound 
surgery These barber-surgeons 
formed their first official organization 
in France in the year 1096

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1802_Barber_Surgeons_Bloodletting_Set_anagoria.JPG


Cholera in Leeds 1832

Exeter in 1832: the body of a 
cholera victim is carried away; the 
bed clothes are being washed in 
the stream, which is the local water 
supply for the other inhabitants



Leeds population had increased from 53,000 in 1801 to 123,000 in 1831. To 
cater for the influx of people, unscrupulous landowners had crammed 
dwellings into every imaginable nook and cranny. Very few of the streets and 
yards were paved or drained. The result was that only in dry weather could 
the inhabitants venture forth without sinking ankle deep in mud. Domestic and 
human waste would be deposited in the street sometimes in designated 
middenheaps , which would be cleared by scavengers - sometimes not. 
Stagnant pools in the streets were a common feature and at times the stench 
was unbearable. The insanitary conditions in the street inevitably spilled into 
the dwellings.
This is why the Cholera in Leeds in 1832 claimed so many lives.
The first victim in Leeds - in May of that year - was the two year old child of a 
weaver living in a 5 metre square cottage in Blue Bell Fold (near Marsh Lane) -
ña small and dirty cul de sac, containing about
20 houses, inhabited by poor familiesò
The life expectancy of people living in Leeds in 1831 was,
Gentry - 44 years
Tradesmen - 27 years
Workmen - 19 years

A report in 2012 showed that in most parts of Beeston Hill, Holbeck , 
Cottingley , Hunslet, Middleton and Belle Isle have an average life expectancy 
of between 74 -77.5 years, much lower than more affluent parts of the city 
such as Horsforth , Alwoodley and Wetherby which average 82 -83.6 years.



The Beckett Street Workhouse
In the late 1840s, the old Lady Lane workhouse, which was still in use, was unable to cope 
the with the increasing demands being placed on it. This was exacerbated by an influx of Irish 
vagrants in the wake of the Great Famine. 
Eventually, the Leeds Guardians agreed to erect a new workhouse, which was built in 1858-
61 on a site adjoining the Training School. 
The workhouse comprised a main block, infirmary, chapel, and "idiotic" wards. A large new 
infirmary was added to the site in 1872-4, followed by a nurses' home in 1893-4, an imbecile 
block in 1896-1900, casual ward in 1901, and a receiving block in 1905. 

Leeds workhouse 
site plan 1906



Leeds Moral and Industrial Training Schools, 1848. St James Hospital, Leeds.



Leeds workhouse from the south, c.1865.
© Peter Higginbotham.
The long main block faced south-east towards Beckett Street



The former workhouse later became part of St James' Hospital but is now 
the home of the Thackraymedical Museum

Leeds Workhouse Female Inmates. St James Hospital, Leeds.



Engraving  1903-4 opened May 1869 

The first hospital known as Leeds Infirmarywas opened in 1771 on what is now 
the site of the former Yorkshire Bank in Infirmary Street off City Square Leeds. 
Construction of the current hospital on its new site in Great George Street started 
in 1863


