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Interchange

Interchange

Interchange

Leeds 
Visitor 
Centre

Dark Arches

Templar Street

Leeds Station 
Long Stay

Criterion Place

Hunslet Lane

Leeds Station

West Street

Leeds Station 
Short Stay

Woodhouse 
Lane

WestOne

Wellington
Place

Whitehall
Road

Belgrave Street

Boar Lane

Crown Street

Quarry Hill

Leeds 
International Pool

Portland Crescent

Rose Bowl

New Dock

St John's

Maude Street

The Markets 
(Multi-storey)

Canal Wharf Meadow Lane

Edward Street

Residence 6

Roomzzz City

Premier Inn

Crowne Plaza Hotel

The New 
Ellington 
Hotel

Leeds Marriott

Park Plaza Hotel

The Chambers 
Riverside West

Holiday Inn Express

Ibis Budget Hotel

Novotel

The Chambers 
Park Place

Hilton Leeds City

Cosmopolitan Hotel

Bewleys Hotel

Quebecs

Ibis

Jurys Inn

The Queens Hotel

CyclePoint

Radisson
Blu Hotel

Doubletree by
Hilton Hotel

Malmaison

The Met Hotel

Holiday Inn Express

Secure

Churchill Barracks

Brotherton 
Library (LEEDS UNI)

Michael Sadler 
Building 
(LEEDS UNI)

Roger Stevens 
Building (LEEDS UNI)

E C Stoner 
Building (leeds uni)

Cloth 
Worker's 
Court 
(LEEDS UNI)

Leeds Centre
 for the Deaf

Leeds 
Ambulance 
Station

Lateral

St John's 
Church

Tower Works

Wellington 
House

St Paul's 
House

Great 
Hall 
(LEEDS UNI)

Student 
Union 

Candle 
House

Sky Plaza 
(LEEDS MET)

The Mint

BBC

Pole Position 
Indoor Karting Arena

Marjorie & Arnold 
Ziff Building (LEEDS UNI)

Magistrates 
Courts

Generating 
Station 
Complex 
(LGI)

Mount 
St Mary's Church

Broadcasting 
Tower

Quarry House

Music & Clothworkers'
Centenary Concert Hall
(leeds uni)

Bridgewater 
Place

West Point

Watermans 
Place

Princes 
Exchange

Denison 
Hall

Falk 
House

Fairbairn 
House 
(leeds uni)

The Edge
(LEEDS UNI)

New Dock Hall

The
Worsley
Building
(LEEDS UNI)

Leslie Silver, Calverley, 
Portland & Woodhouse 
Buildings (LEEDS MET)

TD Waterhouse

Pannell 
House

St 
Martins 
House

No 1
Leeds

Technology Campus 
(leeds city college)

Emmanuel 
Centre 
(LEEDS UNI)

Old 
School 
Board

Leeds 
College 
of Music

Westgate Point

Edward Boyle 
Library (LEEDS UNI)

Instituto 
Cervantes

Council Offices

Tetley’s House

Leeds 
College 
of Art 
& Design

Lloyds 
Banking 
Group

Park Lane 
(leeds city college)

Mount St Mary's 
Catholic High School
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The Carriageworks Theatre and Electric Press 
date from 1848 and were formerly the West 
Riding Carriage Works and cabinet manufacturers 
Roodhouse and Sons.  The building became 
Chorley and Pickersgill’s printing works in 
1866.  This clock, situated within the roofed 
courtyard area now surrounded by bars and 
restaurants, is original, and was restored when 
the Carriageworks Theatre was created in 2005.  
Its workings can be seen on the landing between 
the ground floor Box Office and the first floor of 
the Theatre.  Although it has the Potts maker’s 
plate, none of the parts can be identified as the 
standard parts usually used by Potts, so the name 
of the original maker remains a mystery.   

For opening times of the Carriageworks Theatre 
see www.carriageworkstheatre.org.uk

In 1902, many clocks were installed across the 
country to commemorate the coronation of King 
Edward VII.  Potts received commissions for 
seventeen church clocks in this year, one of which 
was for Holy Trinity Church on Boar Lane. 

When the church was built in 1727, its clock was 
made by Morgan Lowry of Leeds, one of the most 
famous makers of the time.  Potts replaced it with 
a new hour-striking clock now housed in a three 
stage tower, which replaced the original tower 
and timber spire that blew down in 1839.  The 
tower has two bells, one of which is the oldest in 
the city, dating from 1728.    

There may have been a crossing point over the 
River Aire here in Roman times.  The present 
Leeds Bridge was built of cast iron in 1873 
replacing the medieval stone bridge, site of the 
Leeds Cloth Market.  The new construction was 
better able to cope with the increased trade and 
traffic of the growing industrial town.  It was 
from the second storey of a building here in 1888 
that Louis Le Prince used his single lens camera 
to make his famous moving film of horse drawn 
traffic passing over the Bridge.  The clock installed 
by William Potts and Sons in 1868 can be seen on 
the south side of the river on what was formerly 
the property of belting manufacturers  
G. Angus and Co.   

The Old Post Office facing the City Station across 
City Square is still one of the most impressive 
structures in Leeds.  Designed by architect Sir 
Henry Tanner, it was originally Leeds’s largest 
post office and the city’s telephone exchange. 
Creating a clock for such an important municipal 
building would have been a significant order for 
William Potts, who received the commission in 
1895. No longer a post office, it is Grade II listed 
and still displays its remarkable exterior features. 
The intricate detail of the clock tower encloses 
four illuminated dials 6ft 6in in diameter,  
and reflects the grandeur of the city’s  
Victorian architecture.    

In 1868 the major redevelopment and widening 
of Boar Lane took place and a shopping street 
with fashionable and exclusive shops was 
created. This presented an opportunity for Potts 
to create two new clocks. The first of these was in 
the stunning Royal Exchange building situated on 
the corner of City Square and Boar Lane but was 
demolished in 1966.  
 
Still existing today is the clock installed in 1877 
for what was then the Griffin Hotel.  Unlike Potts’ 
usual design which uses Roman numerals, the 
numbers here are represented by letters spelling 
‘Griffin Hotel’.   

Edmund Beckett Denison was an expert in clocks 
– an horologist.  As advisor on the choice of clock 
maker for the Town Hall, he recommended Dent 
of London.  But in 1859, one year after the Town 
Hall was opened by Queen Victoria,  the clock still 
hadn’t been delivered.  It was eventually installed 
in early 1860 but failed to operate reliably, so 
William Potts was appointed to take charge and 
get it running.  Given the company’s extensive 
repair and alteration work, Leeds has always 
thought of the magnificent Town Hall clock with 
four faces, as a Potts.    

Town Hall tours including the clock tower 
take place on the last Monday of the month at 
11:30am and 2:30pm and the last Saturday of 
the month at 10:30am. Tickets £4.  
Please call 0113 2243801 to book.     

Carriageworks

Holy Trinity Church Leeds Bridge

Old Post Office Griffin Hotel

Leeds Town Hall1
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In 1898 a large quarter-chiming clock was 
commissioned for the Parish Church, which had 
been rebuilt by architect Robert Chantrell on the 
site of the medieval structure. He had been told 
by the new Vicar of Leeds Dr Hook, that he wanted 
a ‘grand’ church for everyone in the town.  This 
mighty building with 1600 seats was consecrated 
on 2nd September 1841 with Florence Nightingale 
in the congregation. Still famous for its Victorian 
stained glass and mosaics, the Church became 
Leeds Minster in 2012. 
 
The clock displays four illuminated dials 8ft 6in 
in diameter on the 139ft tower.  It is thought Potts 
may also have supplied the carillon machine, a 
musical instrument housed in the bell tower and 
used to alert people to the time.  

Currently not in working order, this dramatic 
example of a large quarter chiming clock was 
installed in 1898 in the new Grand Arcade, 
which was built by William Lupton and Co, local 
woollen merchants.  It was probably inspired 
by the automaton clocks Arthur Greenhow 
Lupton saw on a visit to Germany.  William 
Potts and Sons were delighted with this unusual 
timepiece, calling it the ‘greatest horological 
accomplishment of the century’.   Two copper 
bronze knights in armour struck the quarter hours 
with their battle-axes and as the clock struck 
the hour, five figures emerged on a turntable, 
including a guardsman who saluted and a 
Scotsman in highland dress who bowed.  As the 
figures passed back into the clock, a cockerel 
crowed and flapped its wings.   

After modest beginnings as a wireworker, Thomas 
Green made his first lawnmower in 1855. Over 
the life of Thomas Green and Sons, over a million 
machines were manufactured for the home 
market and overseas.  As the business expanded 
into the Smithfield Ironworks on North Street, 
they built road rollers and over 200 steam tram 
and steam railway locomotives, playing a vital 
part in the industrial history of Leeds. This clock 
dates from 1923 and is an example of the ‘turret 
clock’ for which William Potts and Sons were 
particularly well known.  Like the Griffin Hotel, 
the clock has letters in place of numerals.   
 
An early Thomas Green lawnmower and a hand 
roller can be seen in Abbey House Museum  
in Leeds. 

Named in honour of Queen Victoria’s Golden 
Jubilee in 1887, Queen’s Arcade was designed by 
Edward Clark and built on the site of the Rose and 
Crown Yard.  In 1890, the clock was installed on 
a bracket on the Briggate entrance as a signpost 
for the Arcade.  Originally a drum clock 5ft in 
diameter, it was reduced in size in 1957 and 
later fitted with an electric motor so that it ran 
off the mains – this is known as a synchronous 
movement.  In 1901 William Potts and Sons 
received the last Royal Warrant awarded to a 
clock maker in the reign of Queen Victoria.   

This famous clock, designed by Leeds sculptor 
John Wormald Appleyard, was installed in 1877. 
Its life-size wooden automaton figures, Richard 
Coeur-de-Lion, Friar Tuck, Robin Hood and Gurth 
the Swineherd, represent characters from Walter 
Scott’s novel ‘Ivanhoe’.  While the figures appear 
to be striking the bells, the working hammers are 
actually out of sight behind the clock.  Celebrated 
for its large Cambridge quarter chiming 
mechanism with the latest gravity escapement, 
it was converted to automatic winding in 1955 
by Charles Potts and further restored in 1997. It 
continues to fascinate shoppers in this beautiful 
Victorian Arcade.  

In 1862, William Potts was commissioned to 
make two clocks for the new Corn Exchange, 
considered by many to be the greatest work of 
architect Cuthbert Brodrick, best known for his 
design of the magnificent Leeds Town Hall.   The 
clock on the exterior of the building is set in the 
parapet above the main entrance just below the 
building’s unique oval dome, and is surrounded 
by elaborate scrolls.  Inside there are now shops 
and a restaurant where once corn farmers and 
corn factors traded.   
 
The Potts clock, high up in the roof, is framed 
by stone sheaves of corn.  Both clocks are in 
good working order with the original dials still 
remaining, though the movements have been 
replaced with synchronous movements.   

Leeds Minster

Grand Arcade Thomas Green & Sons
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Corn Exchange7

11 12

9 10

8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12


