
World War II



The start of the war in Europe is generally held to be 1 September 1939

beginning with the German invasion of Poland.

Britain and France declared war on Germany two days later.

The exact date of the war's end is also not universally agreed upon. It was 

generally accepted at the time that the war ended with the armistice of 14 

August 1945

German soldiers tearing down the border crossing between Poland and 

Danzig 1st September 1939



The Leeds Blitz comprised nine air raids on the city. 

Despite the tempting targets of Kirkstall Forge, the railway marshalling yards and the 

Royal Ordnance Factory at Barnbow, the city had been left virtually untouched.

Three people had died on August 25, 1940 when four bombs fell on Whitehall Road.

Six days later the raiders returned. A 60-year-old man died when a bomb hit York 

House in the Quarry Hill flats.

The largest of which took place on the night of 14/15 March 1941. The raid affected 

the city centre, Beeston, and Armley.

The March 1941 raid caused widespread damage, including significant damage to 

the city's museum and its artefacts.

The first incendiaries – one pound aluminium cases loaded with fire-raising 

magnesium – fell over the Water Lane and Easterly Road areas from about 11.40pm 

with high explosive bombs following at 12.30am.

Over the next two-and-a-half hours bombs hit civic landmarks such as the Town Hall 

and the City Museum.



Targets hit in the city centre included the Town Hall, the city's museum (then on 

Park Row), Leeds New Station (now Leeds City station), the Kirkgate Markets, 

the Central Post Office, the Quarry Hill Flats the Hotel Metropole and the area 

now occupied by the Inner Ring, Richmond Hill Council.

Leeds General Infirmary's casualty department had to be moved three times 

during the night after a bomb fell in front of the emergency entrance.

Around 100 houses were destroyed,4,600 sustained damage, and around 65 

people were killed, eight of them children.

The next day the German High Command reported in Berlin that "important war 

works" had been hit in Leeds and "the dropping of high explosive and incendiary 

bombs caused big fires“

Members of the Auxiliary Fire Service (AFS) tackled hundreds of incidents across 

the city, among them those at City Square, Wellington Bridge, the City Station, 

Albion Street and Leeds University.

The impact could not be hidden from the people of Leeds. The first funerals of the 

raid victims took place four days later when five casualties were buried at 

Harehills Cemetery, attended by the Lord Mayor, Alderman W Withey.

All in all, air raids killed 77 people in Leeds.



The Second World War had a major impact on the lives of young people across the United 

Kingdom. Many children were sent to other parts of the country thought to be at lower risk from 

bombing.

Evacuation from Leeds

Leeds children were, on the whole, evacuated to smaller towns and villages in more rural parts 

of Yorkshire, such as Northallerton, Leyburn and Masham. Others found themselves in the 

Nottinghamshire countryside, such as the girls from Allerton High School, who ended up in 

Retford.

The final destinations of the schoolchildren had to be kept secret right up until the last minute, 

so the children only discovered where they were going when they boarded the trains. Once 

they arrived, they or their foster parents would send their parents a postcard with their new 

address.

The experience of being evacuated was often a very frightening one, especially for smaller 

children. Some lived with their foster parents for the rest of the war, while others returned 

home to their parents or were evacuated more than once.



Evacuation Day

On August 31st, all Leeds schools received a message ‘TO EVACUATE 1st September’. 

Please proceed with your arrangements. All good wishes. Mr Guest, Director of Education, 

Leeds’.

In addition to the clothes they wore children were to take the following items and ‘no more’.

Girls – One vest or combination, one pair of knickers, one bodice, one petticoat, two pairs of 

stockings, handkerchiefs, slip, blouse and cardigan.

Boys – One vest, one shirt with collar, one pair of pants, one pullover or jersey, one pair of 

knickers, handkerchiefs, two pairs of socks or stockings.

All – Night clothes, comb, toothbrush, plimsolls, towel, soap, facecloth and spare shoes.

Pupils from Allerton High School and West Leeds High School were sent to Retford.

Girls from Roundhay High School were disappointed to find their buses stopped in Otley and 

not in Scotland.

Roundhay High, a science orientated school, shared use of a school building in Lincoln that 

offered a classical education. Over half of Roundhay’s pupils stayed in Leeds and were 

provided with no education.

By October 1939 forty one City of Leeds School pupils had returned to Leeds. A teacher from 

Roundhay School for Boys reported that numbers were ‘diminishing daily’.

Fewer than ten pupils from Roundhay High School were expected to return to Otley after the 

holidays



During WW2 a bomber cost £20,000 and a fighter plane £5,000. 

Leeds was amongst the first cities to fund raise for the war effort. During war 

weapons week, 11th September 1940, over £5 million was raised which bought 

250 bombers. In City Square there was a ‘cashometer’. This was assembled in 

front of the statue of the Black Prince and displayed the total raised so far. For 

every £20,000 raised another image of a bomber was put on the board. During 

Salute the Soldier week, in June 1944, over £6 million was raised. During Ark 

Royal week the city adopted a ship. The target of £5 million was exceeded. £7.2 

million was raised in one week from 26th June to 3rd July 1943. Over the five 

years of WW2 Leeds saved £72 million on war bonds.



2 prisoner of war camps in Leeds Post Hill in Farnley and Butcher Hill

Butcher Hill camp being the largest, purpose built camp, with numerous 

satellite camps and hostels, including Post Hill Hostel and the Westfield 

Hostel. The number of prisoners incarcerated at Butcher Hill fluctuated, with 

around 500 prisoners at any one time. 

The camp entrance is where the Co-operative store at the top of Butcher Hill 

is today.

The early periods saw camps established in existing buildings in requisitioned 

country mansions and castles, hotels, boarding schools, industrial mills and even 

race-courses, from late 1942 camps were purpose-built from prefabricated 

concrete, sectional timber and corrugated iron huts



1942, Swinegate, Leeds



Ration books were first 

issued in October 1939, 

although rationing did not 

actually begin until 8th 

January 1940. It was 

meant to start in October 

1939, but the Daily 

Express began a “Stop 

Rationing” campaign, 

which meant that it was 

postponed for several 

weeks. Here, we see 

women preparing the 

ration books for the 

people of Leeds.

Some typical weekly 

rations for one person 

were: 4oz bacon per 

week, 2-4oz tea, 1-8oz 

cheese, 8oz sugar.Queuing was normal when shopping. Over 4 

million ration books were distributed in Leeds.



Burtons the tailors manufactured army uniforms.

At Waddingtons maps were printed on cloth and inserted secretly into Monopoly 

games. These were sent to POW camps. Money was also included in the packs. If 

there was a dot after Mayfair a map of Germany was inside. These maps helped 

35,000 troops to escape. At Avro, an underground factory at Yeadon over 4,000 

aircraft were produced. 

At Blackburns in Roundhay, today a Tesco, Torpedo and Blackburn bombers were 

manufactured. Vickers Armstrong in Leeds manufactured tanks. Over 14,500 

women were employed in aircraft and engineering work.





An air raid shelter in Leeds

Mr and Mrs Fawcett in 

their shelter, October 

1940.

Cardigan Avenue, Burley



Public shelters, City Square, 1946



Bomb damage, Easterly 

Road, 1940

Many families were made 

homeless in the bombing raid 

of 31st August 1940.

Another bomb went off in the 

middle of a group of houses 

30 hours after it had dropped. 

It had buried itself 4ft deep, 

which minimised the effect of 

the blast. Even so, one house 

completely disappeared and 

others were severely 

damaged. The occupants had 

already been evacuated, and 

the only casualty was a 

woman suffering from shock



Damage to staircase in Leeds 

Town Hall during the Quarter 

Blitz of 15 March 1941 © 

Leeds Library Service



Spotter and predictor operators at a 4.5-inch anti-aircraft gun site in Leeds



Make do and Mend - Recycling in WW2

Another aspect of the war effort was avoiding waste and recycling as much as 

possible. Fewer goods could be imported, now that German submarines were 

attacking British ships and factories changed their function to producing munitions 

rather than goods, so people were encouraged to be very thrifty. 

Someone's going to be sorry

Someone's going to pay

Someone's going to be sorry

They wasted my life away

This was accompanied by a picture of a tablet of soap dissolving down the sink 

because it had been left in water.

Recycling scrap metal was an important part of the war effort. Old saucepans, park 

railings, razor blades and tin cans were all put to good use in making weapons and 

machinery to win the war. Another wartime song was:

My saucepans have all been surrendered,

The teapot is gone from the hob

The colander’s leaving the cabbage,

For a very much different job.

So now when I hear on the wireless

Of Hurricanes showing their mettle

I see, in a vision before me,

A Dornier chased by my kettle



Image entitled 'Leeds City Transport scrap collection. World War II'



Raising morale

People tried to ensure that children were protected from the war, not only by sending 

them away from danger, but also by distracting them with events. In Leeds, an 

annual show was staged at the Grand Theatre, called 'Youth Marches On'. a scene 

from the 1943 production, showing the Leeds Messenger boys.



Another event, also organised by the Yorkshire Evening News, was Youth Week, 

which took place in Roundhay Park in 1942.

Many spectators watched from Hill 60 in the background.



A march past led by the Royal Navy stretches down the Headrow in Leeds, as far 

as the eye can see, for Ark Royal week, 1941 © Yorkshire Post Newspapers



Arthur born 1922 was a 

pupil of Roundhay School. 

He won the Victoria cross.

On the night of 12th

August 1943 his plane 

was under attack. Three 

engines were hit. Only 

one remained. The 

navigator was killed and 

Arthur was struck in the 

face by a bullet, breaking 

his jaw and tearing away 

pert of his face. He battled 

and was able to point to 

help the flight engineer to 

steer the plane. He 

continued to captain his 

plane. Nine hours after 

landing he died.



The memorial in Leeds centre to 

Arthur Louis Aaron by Graham 

Ibbeson

There are some local people who 

are trying to have it moved to 

Oakwood, instead of the middle 

of a busy roundabout where no 

one can easily see it





The family originated from 

Ireland. His father was 

from Dublin and Mother 

was born in Londonderry. 

Gerald was born in 1912. 

Probably in Ireland. The 

families religion was 

Church of Ireland. His 

mothers mother was 

Roman Catholic, as stated 

on the Irish 1911Census

Geralds grandfather was 

Joseph Nolan 

H M Geological Survey



Roundhay St. Johns Church



Street party, Beaufort Place, 

off Roundhay Road

One of the many street parties 

which took place all over the 

country in celebration of VJ 

day and the end of the war. 

This one took place in 

Beaufort Place, off Roundhay 

Road. The communities would 

have pooled their resources to 

provide goodies for the party, 

and particular attention would 

have been paid to the needs 

of the children. Note the plates 

of iced buns and even a trifle, 

all made with carefully 

hoarded ingredients. Trestle 

tables would be set up the 

middle of the street, traffic not 

being much of a problem then!



POWs catching a bus to 

Roundhay Park, 1945

Seen here are some POWs 

boarding a special bus on 19th 

June 1945, which will take them 

up to Roundhay Park for a huge 

reunion celebration with friends 

and families.

The reunion had been 

organised by the Yorkshire 

Evening News, and came about 

as a result of the efforts of Mrs. 

Constance Gold, the hon. gen. 

secretary of the YEN POW 

Club. She had promised “When 

the boys come back we’ll have 

a really slap-up party together”. 

The BBC made a recording of 

the event to broadcast to 

Forces programmes, and 

newsreel cameras filmed parts 

of the programme.

A happy incident occurred when a call 

came over the loudspeakers for a Mr. And 

Mrs. Bolton of Heckmondwike. A wire had 

been sent to Roundhay Park to tell them 

that their son, who had been missing in the 

Far East for three and a half years, was 

now safely back in England.



Casualties and war crimes

Estimates for the total casualties of the war vary, because many deaths 

went unrecorded. Most suggest that some 75 million people died in the 

war, including about 20 million military personnel and 40 million civilians. 

20 million military.

Many of the civilians died because of deliberate genocide, massacres, 

mass-bombing, disease and starvation.



In 1944 I was 5 years old and I lived in the pleasent leafy suburb of Roundhay 

in Leeds, Yorkshire. At the rear of our house in North Park Avenue and beyond 

soe allotments created two years ealier to help the 'Dig for Victory' campaign, 

were open fields, and i remember vividly the Army setting up a mobile radio 

station with lots of vans full of equipment and impressive aerial arrays- it was 

this that engendered in me a lifelong interest in radio and broadcasting. Several 

of the larger houses in our road had been empty throughout the war up to this 

point, but during the early months of 1944, they became commandeered by the 

Army to provide billets for the numerous divisions of fighting me gathering 

together up and down the country, to form the Allied Expeditinary Force shortly 

to land in Europe.

Each platoon would drill up and down the road each day and us kids would tag 

along on the back of the squad and march with the men. This eventually led to 

us being invited back to their billet to share their tea. Now you can imagine a 

five year old trying to drink tea from a rectangular mess-tin almost as large as I 

was. Let me assure you, it was not easy.

Memory of Peter Tipping, a five year 




